
Transcription of the Land Grant 
Source: Broxbourne vestry register 1688-1741. Held at HALS ref D/P21/1/1 

Note: the entry is to be found at the end of the register, not in its date location. 
 
To all Christian people to whom these presents shall come we Phineas Rothwell vicar of 
Broxborne in the County of Hertford, William North Church Warden of the said parish, Robert 
Acres and John Bowman Overseers of the poor of ye said parish send greetings. Whereas 
time out of mind there was a little tenement or two standing over against The Bull Inn in 
Broxborne aforesaid which was made use of as a Town House or almshouse belonging to 
the said parish which by some accident or other was burnt downe and the ground thereof 
hath lain wasted  and useless for above three score years only John Howard of this parish / 
as he says himself / held the ground a little while and paid five shillings a year to the 
Overseers of the Poor for the time being for their use and that no person since hath made 
any use thereof but the same hath lain waste, which said piece of ground doth contain near 
half a rood and is called the Town Orchard abutting towards the East on the Church Field 
the West side thereof contains in length sixty foot little more or less the East side contains in 
length sixty four foot little more or less the South side thereof contains in length sixty two foot 
little more or less and the North side thereof contains in length seventy eight foot little more 
or less and at the north east corner there is an outlet that contains four and twenty foot in 
length and eight foot in breadth little more or less and whereas Dame Lettitia Monson the 
relict of Sir William Monson bart. out of her pious inclination and desires of doing good will 
erect and build up on the said piece piece of ground an habitation for four poor widows of 
the said parish of Broxborne and settle the same to them for ever as the said Dame Lettitia 
Monson shall think fit. Now we the said Phineas Rothwell, William North, Robert Acres and 
John Boldman by and with the consent and approbation of the parishioners in vestry mett 
does with all thankfulness accept the offer of the said Dame Lettitia Monson and also as 
much as in us lies grant and confirme to her and her heirs and assigns for ever the said 
piece of land called the Town Orchard aforesaid to the intent and purpose aforementioned 
and we order that this our grant and confirmation be entered into our parish booke there to 
remaine to posterity to testify to the great love and charity the said Dame Lettitia Monson 
had for this parish of Broxborne. In witness whereof we have hereunto sett our hand the 
fifteenth day of January in the first year of the reign of our sovereign Lord George the second 
by the grace of God of Great Brittain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith [........] 
anno dni 1727 
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