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WARE CINEMA ASTORIA

Opened in 1911, by 1948 the
 was in need of

modernisation. According to
an article in the Ideal Kinema
of February 1949 the operat-
ing box, measuring a mere 10
feet by 8 feet, was unlikely to
pass new fire regulations. It
was not possible to rebuild it
where it was situated in the
vestibule, so the decision was
made to turn the auditorium
around and relocate it to the
back. Behind the cinema was
a generating shed containing
a rotary converter, which was
decommissioned and re-
placed by a metal rectifier,
placed temporarily in the pay desk. Demolition of outbuildings ena-
bled the hall to be extended by 27 feet and provided space for an
entrance corridor at the side.

Hertford-based architect JB Healing ARIBA drew up plans that entailed
raising the auditorium ceiling by 5 feet 6 inches, reversing the rake,
lowering the foyer to the new lower level of the auditorium floor and
removing the entrance steps. Plans to remodel the frontage were aban-
doned. The screen was relocated to the front of the building and a new
spacious operating box (21 feet x 16 feet 3 inches), rewind room (15
feet by 13 feet), workshop, staff
room and manager’s office were
built over the extended rear stalls.
As the electric wiring ran above
the ceiling, it was necessary to
rerun it temporarily under the
floor and along the walls. For the
sound wires, which remained in
the void, the conduit was cut and
flexible Greenfield tubing 9 feet in
length was inserted at each end
to allow for the added height.
The ceiling was raised in 9-inch
increments by ten 10-ton hydrau-
lic jacks, the gap being bricked in
before the next lift. The process
took a week, during which no
evening performances were lost.

The show then closed for three
weeks, during which the rake was
reversed, the foyer level lowered,
the entrance steps removed, a new
proscenium built, the projection
equipment relocated, new and re-
conditioned cherry red seating in-
stalled, a wooden barrier placed
across the hall to separate the dif-
ferent priced seats and new wiring
run in the void. The auditorium was
redecorated in beige with pink and
green speckle and rust coloured
carpet was laid. The foyer and corri-
dor floors were covered with rubber
tiles in mottled red and beige with
a black and green border. A pay
desk and confectionery stand, fin-
ished in mahogany, were con-
structed in the foyer. An Automaticket machine was installed and
Girosign provided the exterior and interior publicity frames.

Manager Charles Ballands and wife,
1936.  They later owned the cinema.

The  in 1941

Yard rear showing gable end of
cinema and speaker chamber

Architect’s abandoned plan for new frontage, 1948.

Side passage converted
to entrance hall
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The cinema reopened as the  on Saturday 23 October 1948
with London Belongs to Me starring Richard Attenborough, Susan
Shaw and Alastair Sim.

Original projection room 1948 and new projection room 1970

Auditorium, showing new projection box overhanging rear stalls, 1970

The façade in 1951

Rear balcony leading to projec-
tion box and office/staff room,
1970. The Bostwick gates on
the left were originally at the

front of the old cinema.Fifth anniversary 1953
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Pages from the souvenir program for the reopening of the  Ware on Saturday 23 October 1948

The  in 1970 [top] and 1974 [bottom]


