A View of old Ickleford

When the correspondent from The Bedfordshire Times and
Independent visited Ickleford in 1910 he found a very different place
than we experience today. The purpose was to view a shining example
of village industry although some of the employment problems in rural
communities are familiar today.

The article below appeared in this edition of the paper

A Village Industry
A Remarkable and Successful Experiment
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[*]The Simple Life

The Garden City attracted many utopian idealists who saw the town as the perfect environment for their
lifestyles. Old-fashioned romantic traditions like May Day and folk dancing were revived and many of them wore
‘rational dress’, These pioneers, and the atmosphere of the new town are described by Sydney Palmer, who built
and lived in a Baillie-Scott designed house at 29 Norton Way North. He talks fondly of Letchworth’s early days:
“They were great days! Garden City was very young and full of promise. A large proportion of the first
immigrants — the pioneer settlers were young married folk, poor but bursting with hope and idealism. We were
very sociable and there was a complete absence of class consciousness. It was the done thing to be poor; if you
were not, you pretended to be. No doubt we were “cranks”. Socialism, vegetarianism, simple life, bare legs and
no hat, and so on, were innovations which provoked the derision of visiting journalists. These oddities were
peculiar to us at the time, but became common enough everywhere a few years later.” Rather a long way from
the realities of village life.
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