
[2 versions of Mrs Dudding’s will are stored in the bundle D/P13/25/25. This version 
is a little more complete than the other, but the formatting of the other version has 
been retained as being easier to read. The text in italics refers only to this version; 
text without italics is found in both versions] 
 
Written on the outside of this version is ‘Barkway Charities Mrs Dudding’s Will. Died 
13th July 1910’ The envelope kept with the other version records that it is a copy of 
part of the will relating to rules and regulations for Stallibrass almshouse. Addressee 
is Rev H F Webb-Brown, Barkway Vicarage. The postmark is hard to decipher. 
 
 
The document is stamped Non Official 
 
Extracted from the Principal Registry of the Probate Divorce and Admiralty Division 
of the High Court of Justice. 
 
In the Will of ESTHER DUDDING late of “Heather Bank” Springfield Road Saint 
Leonards on Sea in the County of Sussex Widow deceased dated the 13th day of 
July one thousand nine hundred and ten is as follows 
 
I direct that my executors shall within the space of twelve months after my death 
shall pay to the Vicar and Churchwardens for the time being of the parish of Barkway 
Royston in the County of Herts the sum of two hundred pounds free of duty and I 
further direct that the Vicar and Churchwardens shall invest the same in any 
investments for the time being authorised by law for the investment of trust funds 
and shall apply the income to accrue therefrom in perpetuity in providing each year 
at Christmas time coals and blankets to such of the poor residents in the parish of 
Barkway aforesaid as they the Vicar and Churchwardens for the time being in their 
absolute and uncontrolled discretion shall each year determine and to secure that 
effect shall be given to this bequest I direct that when ever any change shall take 
place in the persons holding the office of Vicar or Churchwarden steps shall forthwith 
be taken to put the investments in the said capital fund into the new name or names 
jointly with those or that remaining and the expense of so doing shall be repaid out of 
the next available income accruing therefrom And whereas I have lately caused to 
be built three almshouses at Barkway Royston aforesaid and I am desirous of 
securing that the same shall be used for ever hereafter for such purpose Now 
therefore I give bequeath and direct as follows  
 
I GIVE the almshouses and the land on which they stand and which is enjoyed 
therewith and the contents thereof so far as they shall belong to me at the time of my 
death unto the said JOHN JOHNSON BALDING MATILDA CATHERINE HILLS and 
CHARLES ROBE HILLS son of the said Matilda Catherine Hills UPON TRUST that 
they shall at all times hereafter permit the same to be used as almshouses for the 
benefit of persons over sixty years of age and for the guidance of my Trustees and to 
accomplish my purpose and intention I set out in this my will the terms conditions 
and regulations which are to govern the administration of the said almshouses for all 
time hereafter. 
 
FURTHER I GIVE AND BEQUEATH to my Trustees the sum of one thousand one 
hundred pounds free of all duty and I direct them to invest the same in any 



investments for the time being authorised by law for the investment of trust funds 
and to apply the income arising therefrom in perpetuity in or towards the 
maintenance or upkeep of the almshouses as aforesaid and expense thereof and 
subject thereto and to provide in accordance with the said regulations such pensions 
to the occupants of the almshouses as in their discretion they shall think fit and it my 
hope that the income arising from the investment of the said sum of One thousands 
one hundred pounds will suffice to provide pensions of three shillings and six pence 
per week to the occupant of each of the three almshouses and leave a sufficient 
balance available for the maintenance and upkeep of the almshouses as aforesaid 
AND I direct my executors to pay my Trustees the said sum of One thousand one 
hundred pounds as soon as they conveniently can after my death and my executors 
shall pay to my Trustees in addition interest at the rate of Four pounds per cent per 
annum on the said sum of One thousand one hundred pounds from the date of my 
death until the actual payment over of the said sum of One thousand one hundred 
pounds so as to provide an income to meet payments to their existing occupants. 
 
For the guidance of my Trustees and with the intention of creating a trust to endure 
in perpetuity 
I DECLARE and it is my Will that the following regulations shall have effect:- 

(1) The Charity shall be called “The Stallibrass Almshouses”. 
(2) The persons to occupy the said almshouses (hereinafter called almspeople) 

shall be selected by the Trustees subject to the following conditions:- 
(a) The full number of almspeople shall be three. 
(b) The almshouses shall be exclusively for the benefit of women and 

at no time shall any man be an almsperson. 
(c) The almshouses shall be exclusively for the benefit of the Church of 

England. 
(d) The almspeople shall be poor women of good character of over 

sixty years of age who have resided in Barkway Reed or Anstey for 
not less than two years preceding the time of their appointment and 
who from age illhealth accident or infirmity are wholly or in part 
unable to maintain themselves. 

(e) The almspeople shall be selected after full investigation of the 
character and circumstances of the applicants and whether and to 
what extent they may reasonably expect assistance from relations. 

(f) In the selection of almspeople preference shall be given firstly to 
single women secondly to women born in Barkway Reed or Anstey 
and thirdly to women who have resided longest in any one of those 
places. 

(g) No woman shall be disqualified from being selected as an 
almsperson because she shall be in receipt of or shall have 
received poor relief but nevertheless the charity shall not be 
administered with the design of relieving the rates. 

(3) A pension shall be paid to each almsperson in accordance with the following 
conditions:- 
(a) There shall be paid to each almsperson out of the income of the trust fund 

by weekly or other periodical payments as the Trustees shall think fit such 
a pension being at the rate of not less than one shilling and six pence per 
week and not more than five shillings per week s the Trustees may from 
time to time determine having regard to the need and circumstances of 



the respective almspeople and to the income available and the Trustees 
instead of paying the whole amount of the pension to any almsperson in 
money may from time to time expend the whole or any portion thereof for 
her benefit as they may think fit In case of a person appointed or qualified 
to be appointed as an almsperson possessing or becoming possessed of 
a properly secured income from other sources or in receipt of assistance 
from relations or others or where such a person would but for any 
payments being made to her by the Trustees be entitled to a pension 
under the Old Age pensions Act 1908 or any amendment of the said Act 
the Trustees may fix such a smaller pension to be payable out of the income 

of the trust fund as they think fit or they may withdraw a pension provided 
that the total income of the recipient shall not be less than the said 
minimum. 

(b) The pension shall be paid subject to such reasonable regulations for 
ascertaining the identity and good conduct of the almspeople and their 
continued possession of the required qualifications as the Trustees from 
time to time prescribe For the purpose of this clause the Trustees may 
avail themselves of the Agency of the Charity Organisation Society or 
other like Agency. 

(4) The Almshouses shall be managed subject to the following rules:- 
(a) No almsperson shall be absent shall be absent from the almshouse for a 

period exceeding twenty four hours without the consent in writing of my 
Trustees but in special cases such consent may for any sufficient reason 
amy be given retrospectively after the absence has occurred. 

(b) No almsperson shall be permitted to let or part with the possession of the 
almshouse occupied by her or except with the special permission of the 
Trustees to suffer any stranger to share the occupation of the same or 
any part thereof. 

(c) The Trustees may from time to time prescribe such reasonable 
regulations as they may consider expedient for the government of the 
almspeople provided that the same shall not be at variance or 
inconsistent with any of the provisions of this my Will and by such 
regulations may provide that the almspeople shall render such assistance 
to each other as is within their power. 

(d) The Trustees shall keep the almshouses insured against fire to their full 
value and in case of damage by fire all insurance monies received shall 
be applied in restoring or reinstating the same. 

(5) The following provisions shall have effect with reference to the removal of 
almspeople and the suspension of pensions:- 
(a) The following persons shall be removed from being almspeople and the 

suspension of pensions. 
(a) Any almsperson who receives Poor Law Relief other than medical 

relief 
(b) Any almsperson detained under lawful authority as a person suffering 

from mental disease 
(c) Any almsperson becoming an inmate of any Poor Law Institution for 

the purpose of medical relief. 
(b) If in the opinion of my Trustees any almsperson is guilty of insobriety 

insubordination breach of regulations or immoral or improper conduct or is 
disqualified from retaining her appointment from any cause or if in any 



case it appears that any almsperson has been appointed without having 
the required qualifications my Trustees upon proof thereof to their own 
satisfaction may remove the almsperson. 

(c) Upon the removal of the almsperson my Trustees shall take possession of 
the almshouse occupied by her and upon such removal my Trustees may 
proceed to appoint another almsperson in her place. 

(d) The pension of any almsperson who is removed shall immediately cease 
and determine. 

(e) Any almsperson removed under these provisions may be reappointed and 
need not possess the qualifications as to residence. 

(f) In the case of any such misconduct as aforesaid the Trustees instead of 
removing an almsperson may suspend the payment of her pension either 
wholly or partly during such period as they think fit. 

(6) The Trustees shall be kept up to three in number and upon the occurrence of 
the first vacancy in the body hereinbefore appointed the Vicar for the time 
being of the Parish of Barkway aforesaid shall become a Trustee and upon 
the occurrence of the next vacancy one of the Churchwardens thereof for the 
time being (to be selected by the continuing Trustees) shall become a 
Trustee and upon the occurrence of the next vacancy the other 
Churchwarden for the time being shall become a Trustee so that upon the 
last of the original Trustees ceasing to be a Trustee the Trustees shall be the 
Vicar and Churchwardens for the time being of the said Parish of Barkway 
provided that if and so long as any Vicar or Churchwarden shall be unwilling 
to hold the office of Trustee some other person selected by the continuing 
Trustees (being a member of the Church of England) shall be a Trustee in 
place of such Vicar or Churchwarden. 

(7) In case of any of them the said John Johnson Balding Matilda Catherine Hills 
or Charles Robe Hills shall die in my lifetime or shall be unwilling or unable to 
act in the trusts relating to the almshouses then for all the purposes of such 
trusts my will shall be read and construed as if such person or persons had 
survived me and died immediately afterwards 

 
 
N. B. It is not to be inferred that the foregoing extract contains the only portion of the 
said will referring to the matters therein mentioned. 
 
Proved (with a Codicil) 
20th September 1912 
Fos 26 
G. A. M. 


