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This is an extract of the sections relevant to his almshouses at South Mimms. 
 
In the name of God amen. I John Howkins gent of South Myms in the Countie of 
Mddx being in perfect mynde and memorie. Thanks be given to Almightie God my 
Creator.......... 
 
Inprimo my will and meaning is that my cousin John Howkins of Hadley shall have 
and enjoy that messuage and land in Hadley [..... ..... .....] dwelld with the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging for and during the remainder of the term of one 
and fiftie years at the yearly rent of one pepper-corn from and after my decease 
according to a lease formerly granted to him by me and Sarah my former wife 
deceased. And although God hath blessed him with a plentiful estate of his own, that 
he hath not want of any part of my estate (as he hath told me and others) yet in 
regard he is my godson I do by this last and testament give and bequeath unto him a 
legacie of twentie pounds..... 
 
[Leaves his lands in South Mimms to his cousin William Howkins of Brownsover, 
then to John Howkins’ son after William’s death, with a list of other bequests in the 
event that there are no heirs]. 
 
And whereas I did many years since cause five almshouses to be built in the towne 
of South Myms aforesaid wherein five poor persons use to dwell concerning which 
some persons did within few years last make or procure to be made a pretended 
decree wherein I did and do conceive myself to be much wronged. I do desire the 
church wardens and overseers and the rest of the said parish to consent that the 
said tort be forthwith reversed, and then and in such case (and not of the [worst]) I 
do in full of all claimants and demands mentioned in the said tort give and bequeath 
in [future] to the said poor persons so him do and shall from tyme to tyme (by the 
Election of the Church-wardens and overseers of the said parish and approbation 
and consent of my heirs) dwell in the said almshouses the summe of five pounds per 
annum equally to be divided amongst them to be payd them quarterly at the foure 
most usuall Feasts by my heirs out of the rents issues and profits of a parcel of my 
said Copiholde land called Angells lying in the said Parish of South Myms and being 
now in the Tenure and occupation of Henry Marten aforesaid which said parcel of 
land upon Condition aforesaid (and not otherwise) I hereby make chargeable with 
the due and punctuall payment of the same. The first quarterly payment to begin the 
next Quarter-day after the said decree is reversed and made void and not 
before........... 
 
Laurence Sheriff of London Grocer about the ninth year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth conveyed by his Deed of Intent that they should erect and build a free 
Grammar School in Rugby in the said Countie of Warwick, and four almshouses 
near thereunto and should allow yearly for their maintenance Sixteen Pounds 



thirteen shillings and four pence out of the impropriate Parsonage of Brownsover and 
do further declare that John Howkins who did marry Bridget sister and heir of the 
Founder and the heirs of their bodies should be Farmers of the said parsonage at 
the same yearly rent of Sixteen Pounds thirteen shillings four pence which they and 
their heirs enjoyed neare one hundred years, until Sir William Broughton Lord of the 
Manor of Brownsover and Edward Harrison an attorney procured a Commission 
upon the Statute of Charitable Uses in the Usurpers tyme and thereupon made a 
decree to put out William Howkins great grandson and heir of the said John Howkins 
and Bridget contrarie to the Intent of the Founder and contrarie to the Statute of 
Charitable uses, and to all Equitie and good Conscience. 
 
And I do also give.....[following clauses are various monetary gifts to various people]. 
Item I give to the poorest people of the parish of South Myms four pounds, forty 
shillings thereof to be given to them upon the day of my funeral by my Executor and 
the other fortie shillings to be given to them on the next St Thomas Day following. 
Item I give to the poore of Hadley twentie shillings to be paid them on the day of my 
funeral. 
 
[The next section refers to the executors of the will, followed by a statement in Latin 
about grant of probate]. 
 


