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Timeline for the Abolition of Slavery 
 
1765 Granville Sharp begins to challenge the legality of slavery on English soil with 

the case of Jonathan Strong. 
1772  Lord Mansfield rules in the Somerset case that an enslaved person cannot be 

taken from this country against their will – this was mistakenly interpreted as 
meaning all Africans living in Britain were free. 

1781 On the slave ship Zong, 133 enslaved Africans are thrown overboard by the 
ship’s crew in order to claim the insurance money from the ship’s owners. 
The case comes to light in England in 1783 and makes people aware of the 
cruelty and brutality of the slave trade.  

1783 British Quakers form a committee against the slave trade and present the 
first petition to parliament 

1785 Thomas Clarkson wins a prize for his essay on ‘Is it right to enslave others 
against their will’. At Wadesmill he resolves to devote the rest of his life to 
the abolition of slavery. 

1786 Thomas Clarkson’s essay on slavery and the slave trade is published and 
makes an immediate impact.  

1787 The Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade is founded by a group of 
Quakers, Granville Sharp and Thomas Clarkson. 

1788 The Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade organises its first petition 
campaign. Over 100 petitions complaining about slavery are presented to 
Parliament. 

1789  Olaudah Equiano publishes his book, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of 
Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavas Vassa, the African. The book is extremely well 
received and goes through nine editions during his lifetime.  

1790  Wilberforce presents the first abolition bill in Parliament, which is rejected. 
1791  A slave led rebellion begins in St Domingue, which develops into the Haitian 

Revolution 
1792 The Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade organises its second petition 

campaign. This time 519 petitions are presented to Parliament. 
1792  The House of Commons votes in favour of abolition of the slave trade, but the 

bill is rejected by the House of Lords. 
1793-1802  French Revolutionary War between Britain and France effectively 

delays the abolition campaign. 
1804  St Domingue declared the Republic of Haiti, the first independent black state 

outside Africa  
1807 Britain’s slave trade abolished. Captains fined £100 per slave transported. 
1808  The British West Africa Squadron is established at Sierra Leone to suppress 

any illegal slave trading by British citizens. Between 1810 and1865, nearly 
150,000 people are freed by anti-slavery squadrons. 

1816 Bussa’s slave rebellion in Barbados, inspired by the Haitian revolution, causes 
huge damage in the harvest season before being brutally crushed. 

1817  Slave Registration Act forces all slave owners to provide a list of all the 
enslaved people they own every two years. 

1823  Anti Slavery Committee formed in London to campaign for total abolition of 
slavery. The Anti-Slavery Society formed. Members include Thomas Clarkson, 
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William Wilberforce and Henry Brougham. The Society campaigns for better 
conditions for slaves in the West Indies and for the gradual abolition of 
slavery. 

1820s Other anti-slavery groups are formed, many of which argue for the 
immediate abolition of slavery. 

1828-30 Parliament is presented with over 5000 petitions calling for the abolition of 
slavery. 

1830 New wave of anti-slavery meetings and petitions across the country. 
1831 Major slave revolt breaks out in Jamaica, led by Baptist preacher Sam Sharpe, 

and is brutally suppressed. 
1832  Great Reform Act introduces new Members of Parliament from groups who 

are more likely to oppose slavery. 
1833  Abolition of Slavery Act passed with a period of apprenticeship. Britain 

abolishes slavery and provides for the emancipation of enslaved people in the 
British West Indies, to take effect in August 1834. The Act declares that the 
former enslaved people must serve a period of apprenticeship before 
receiving full emancipation. Originally this period was set at six years, but it 
was later reduced to four. The Abolition of Slavery Act is passed. It brings into 
effect the gradual abolition of slavery in all British colonies. Plantation 
owners in the West Indies receive £20 million in compensation. 

1838 Emancipation of enslaved people in British territories 
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Newspapers 

• General Evening Post, 18-21 Feb 1792: Advertisement for petition of Hertford 
announced that it had been signed by the ‘great majority of inhabitants’. 
[Seymour I. Drescher, Capitalism and Antislavery: British Mobilization in 
Comparative Perspective (p220, fn65) [googlebooks: The age of British 
abolitionism came into consolidated strength in 1787-88 with the first mass 
campaign against the slave trade and ended just half a century later in 1838 with 
a mass petition movement against Negro Apprentices...]  

• General Evening Post Diary (supplement) 30 March 1792: Item stressed the 
special role of the slave trade in illustrating ‘the virtue of the people triumphing 
over aristocratic influence … The Mayor of Hertford refused to lend the 
inhabitants the Hall to assemble in for agreeing on a petition to Parliament for the 
abolition of the horrible traffick. The people, however, met at an inn, and 
accomplished the point in view.’ [as above] 

• Morning Chronicle, 7 Mar 1807 – debate about abolition of slave trade 
[D/P47/29/2. p3; 2/38/4] 

• Herts, Huntingdon, Bedford, Cambridge and Isle of Ely Mercury, 6 Nov 1830 – 
Hertford County Meeting at Shire Hall, Hertford, held on Friday 5 November 1830 
in the Nisi Prius court – between 1,000 and 2,000 people present. To consider ‘the 
propriety of petitioning both Houses of Parliament for the abolition of Negro 
Slavery in the British Colonies’. Lists some of those present: J King Fordham Esq, J 
M Carter Esq, Lewes Rogers Esq, H Allington Esq, Rowland Alston Esq, G Nicholson 
Esq, Rev Robert Baker, Rev H Gilpin, J P Wedd Esq of Royston, C Dimsdale esq, T 
Gripper Esq, Thos Green Esq, Joseph Lawrence Esq (Mayor of Hertford).  High 
Sheriff William Hale, attended by N Calvert MP and T S Duncombe MP. Mr 
Duncombe was loudly cheered by the meeting. Rev G D Ryder gave speech and 
proposed first resolution: that slavery is evil. Seconded by Rev William Pym. As 
part of his speech cited expence of current system: cost of a standing army; 
drawback on sugars and other items imported, amounting to £3,000,759. More 
important reason was advantage of free labour: 6 free blacks did the same work 
when paid for their labour as 18 enslaved people. Waste of life would cease – 
10,000 a year out of a slave population of 300,000.  Compensation to the slave 
owners would not cost as much as maintaining present system – saving of £2 
million. Rev MM Preston proposed 2nd resolution: benevolent resolutions of 
Parliament passed on 15 May 1823 will not be put into effect as long as they are 
entrusted to slave owners assemblies to carry them out. Seconded by Rev Dr 
Bransk. 
E K Fordham moved 3rd resolution: for Parliament to put into effect the abolition 
of slavery. Seconded by J P Wedd. Rev M M Preston proposed adoption of a 
petition based on the resolutions, asking Parliament to bring about the total 
abolition of slavery throughout the British Colonies as soon as possible. All 
resolutions carried. N Calvert MP said he concurred in the resolutions and petition 
adopted by the meeting and thanked the High Sheriff for complying with the 
wishes of the requisitionists to call the meeting. Seconded by T S Duncombe MP. 

• County Chronicle, 16 Nov 1830 – On Thursday 11 November, ‘786 petitions were 
presented [to Parliament] in the course of the evening praying for the abolition of 
Negro Slavery.’ 
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• The Reformer, 26 May 1838: ‘Negro Apprenticeship. A vast number of petitions 
were presented. Many hundreds were thrown upon the table in less than five 
minutes. Sir Eardley Wilmot brought forward his motion for the immediate, 
entire, and unqualified abolition of the apprenticeship system in the West indies… 
and Mr E L Bulwer supported it in a speech of much acuteness and eloquence; 
and refuted the assertions and combated the opinions of Mr Gladstone in a 
previous debate. The House divided: - for the motion, 96; against it, 93; - majority, 
3.’ 
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Allen, Samuel 
Of Hitchin, gave annual subscription of one guinea to the Anti-Slavery Society in 
1825. 
 
Allen, William (1770-1843) 
A Quaker, he was the founder of the pharmaceutical company of Allen and Hanbury, 
which is now part of Glaxo at Ware. In 1783 he signed the first petition against the 
slave trade organised by the Quaker Meeting for Sufferings. On 18 April 1791 he sat 
in the front row of the House of Commons while Wilberforce spoke for four hours to 
promote the anti-slavery cause. Wilberforce and Allen became great friends despite 
their religious differences. After 1807 he helped found the African institution to 
foster new trading links with Africa to replace the old slave trade. As part of his 
active involvement in the anti-slavery campaign he joined an estimated 400,000 
Britons in abstaining from eating sugar from the 1780s until slavery was abolished in 
1838. Later, when he learnt that a West Indian boy brought to London by q ship’s 
captain was being mistreated, Allen had the boy brought to his house, paid for his 
schooling and took him into his service. ‘Black Tom’ still lived at Allen’s home in 
Lindfield, Sussex in the 1850s. [can’t find in census] 
 
His portrait (1844) is in the Museum of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (he was its 
first president). 
 
[Briony Hudson, ‘William Allen’, the Friend, 23 March 2007, p9] 
 
Of Ware. See: D Chapman-Huston and E C Cripps, Through a City Archway: the story 
of Allen and Hanburys 1715-1954 (London, 1954) [338.766/Rm8] 
Had wide-ranging scientific, religious and philathropic interests. He was a chemist, an 
astronomer and a Fellow of the Royal Society who founded Allen and Hanbury's 
medical and chemical company. In 1804 he began his Royal Institution Lectures, and 
he was involved in establishing schools promoted by his fellow-Quaker Joseph 
Lancaster, leading to the foundation of the British and Foreign Schools Society. 
 
A well-to-do Quaker in East London, he was one of the founders of the originally 
Quaker Pharmaceutical firm of Allen and Hanbury, which is now part of Glaxo. He 
was a lecturer at University College, London and a fellow of the Royal Society. He had 
numerous philanthropic interests and was important in anti-slavery matters all his 
life.  
 

All Nations Christian College is a missions college, located in Hertfordshire and 
validated by the Open University. 

The history of the college has strong links with the history of the Buxton family who 
made their fortune by brewing and popularizing porter (beer), which they 
considered to be a more nutritious and healthy alternative to the gin which was 
rotting the insides of the working classes of the early 19th century. This fortune 
eventually enabled Thomas Fowell Buxton to build Easneye as a residence for his 
family, under the direction of the architect Alfred Waterhouse. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_%28Christian%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_college
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hertfordshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buxton_%28surname%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Fowell_Buxton
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Easneye&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Waterhouse
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We were delighted to receive the walkers marking the 200th anniversary of the 
abolition of the slave trade as they made their way down the meridian to London. 
Easneye, of course, has a link to the abolition movement through Thomas Fowell-
Buxton. He was father to the Thomas Fowell-Buxton that built Easneye and as it was 
he who campaigned for the abolition of slavery within the empire after the trade 
was abolished. 
Originally called Isneye, Easneye was bought by Thomas Fowell Buxton in 1866. A 
new house was built to a design by Alfred Waterhouse, the architect of St Pancras 
Station and London’s Natural History Museum. Its Gothic exterior is particularly 
attractive to film makers, and Easneye became St Trinian’s School when the stories 
by Ronald Searle were filmed. Today Easneye is the All Nations College for 
Missionaries. 
Stanstead Abbots ? Address is Ware 
 
 
Barclay, David 

• David Barclay, banker, Quaker, owned Youngsbury 1769-93. Also had a town 
house in Red Lion Square, where they spent the winter months.  

• In 1783 small group of Quakers formed an anti-slavery committee to agitate 
against slavery and the slave trade. David Barclay was one of the early members 
of this group: ‘Having assisted at one of their meetings, and warmly pleaded the 
duty of christians to free themselves from the sin of enslaving their fellow-men, 
he was, a few years afterwards, very unexpectedly called to prove the sincerity 
and strength of his principles; for he and a brother, in consequence of a large 
debt due to them, became the proprietors of an estate in Jamaica, on which 
there were 32 slaves.’ [Esther Copley, A History of Slavery and its Abolition, 1839, 
p220] Thomas Clarkson in his History, says DB assisted at a meeting in 1785. 

• In 1788, David Barclay sent a letter ‘for the county of Hertford’ indicating their 
deep interest ‘in behalf of the injured Africans’, and calling for the abolition of 
the slave trade.  during Parliamentary sittings letters were sent -  Letters sent to 
committee [of newly formed Anti-Slavery Society?] ‘to convery information to 
the committee, that people in various parts of the kingdom had then felt 
themselves so deeply interested in behalf of the injured Africans, that they had 
determined either on public meetings, or had come to resolutions, or had it in 
contemplation to petition Parliament for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 
Information was signified to this effect by … by David Barclay for the county of 
Hertford.’ [Thomas Clarkson, History of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1808] 

 
Beldam, Joseph 
Obituary in Herts Advertiser, 9 June 1866, p3, col 6: On the 6th inst., at Royston, 
highly esteemed and beloved … Joseph Beldam Esq, FRGS, FSA etc, barrister at law, 
of the Midland [sic] Temple, JP, for the counties of Hertford and Cambridge, and 
Chairman of the Royston Bench, aged 70.’ 
 
Berkhamsted 
1824 – contributed donations of £8 5s 6d to Anti-Slavery Society per Mr Littleboy. 
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Beuzeville, Esther (1786-1851) 
Lived in Cheshunt 1789-1793. Huguenot family. Writer. Her most important work is 
considered to be A History of Slavery and its Abolition (1836) which locates the 
source of slavery in human depravity.   It traces the history of slavery from biblical 
times to her own day.  She argues that there is a parallel between slavery and the 
apprenticeship system existing at the time.  The book includes graphic images of the 
suffering of black slaves in the West Indies, and reference to the evolution of the 
anti-slavery movement. In concluding this work Esther parallels slavery with the 
British apprenticeship system. Her arguments against the conditions of apprentices 
are forthright and scathing. It is of interest to note that this work was republished in 
the 1960s in Detroit (US) by the Negro History Press. 
 
Bulwer-Lytton, Mrs 

• Newspaper cuttings re celebration of emancipation at Knebworth, 1838 [57470]:  
‘Mrs Bulwer, the highly respected mother of our talented and patriotic 
representative, Sir Edward Lytton Bulwer, celebrated the emancipation of the 
Negro apprentices in the British colonies, on the 1st of August, by giving a 
supply of bread, meat, and ale, to the poor of Knebworth, Herts.’ – The 
Lincoln, Rutland, and Stamford Mercury, 10 Aug 1838 
‘Mrs Bulwer Lytton celebrated the emancipation of the Negro Apprentices in 
the British Colonies, by giving a supply of bread, meat, and ale to the poor at 
Knebworth and its vicinity, on the first of August’ – The Lincoln, Boston, 
Gainsborough and Newark Gazette, Rasen, Isle of Axholme, Louth and Lindsey 
Advertiser and Lincolnshire Farmer’s Advocate , 7 Aug 1838 
‘Mrs Bulwer Lytton celebrated the emancipation of the Negro Apprentices in 
the British Colonies, by giving a supply of bread, meat, and ale to the poor at 
Knebworth and its vicinity, on the first of August’ – The Reformer, and Herts. 
Beds. Bucks. Essex, Cambridge, and Middlesex Advertiser , 4 Aug 1838 

 
Edward Lytton Bulwer (1803-73), 1st Baron Lytton 

• Bulwer’s last speech in the House as a Liberal was his greatest oratorical triumph. 
It was delivered on 22 May 1838 in support of a motion for the immediate 
abolition of the 12 year apprenticeship of emancipated slaves which had followed 
the abolition of slavery in the British colonies. The scheme had failed and Bulwer 
added his plea for the resolution. ‘We cannot demand compensation for the 
negro – we cannot call back the past … But justice and sympathy for the future – 
these at least are in our power!’ O’Connell had intended to speak but words failed 
him, he tore up his notes and cried, ‘The case is made out – there is nothing to 
add, divide.’ The resolution was carried and the Lincoln papers reported with 
approbation that Mrs Bulwer-Lytton celebrated the emancipation of the negro 
apprentices by donating bread, meat and ale to the poor at Knebworth. [S J 
Flower, Bulwer-Lytton: an illustrated life of the first Baron Lytton 1803-1973, 
Shire, 1973, p24] 

• Elected to Parliament in 1831 as member for St Ives. This constituency vanished 
as a result of Reform Act of 1832. He selected in place of it Lincoln, which he 
represented until 1841. He married Rosina in 1827; deed of separation signed in 
1836. In his last year at Cambridge had brief affair with Caroline Lamb. His father 
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died in 1807. His mother Elizabeth Bulwer-Lytton. (Christened Edward George 
Earle Lytton Bulwer. 1838 he was created Sir Edward Lytton Bulwer. On death of 
his mother in 1843, he assumed the additional name of Lytton as Bulwer-Lytton. 
Raised to peerage as 1st Baron Lytton in 1866.) 

 
Buxton, Thomas Fowell (1786-1845) 

Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, 1st Baronet (7 April 1786 – 19 February 1845) was an 
English Member of Parliament, brewer, abolitionist and social reformer. 

Buxton was born at Castle Hedingham, Essex, England. His father was also named 
Thomas Fowell Buxton. His mother's maiden name was Anna Hanbury. She was a 
Quaker (member of the Religious Society of Friends). Through the influence of his 
mother, Buxton became a close friend of Joseph John Gurney and his sister, Elizabeth 
Fry, who were both prominent Quakers. Buxton married their sister Hannah Gurney, 
of Earlham Hall, Norwich in May 1807. He lived at Easneye, Herts. 

The slave trade had been abolished in 1807, but Buxton began to work for the 
abolishment of slavery itself. He helped found the Society for the Mitigation and 
Gradual Abolition of Slavery (later the Anti-Slavery Society) in 1823. He took over as 
leader of the abolition movement in the British House of Commons after William 
Wilberforce retired in 1825. His efforts paid off in 1833 when slavery was officially 
abolished in the United Kingdom. Buxton held his seat in Parliament until 1837. 

In 1839 Buxton urged the British government to make treaties with African leaders 
to abolish the slave trade. They sent a team (not including Buxton) to the Niger River 
Delta in 1841 that set up a headquarters and began negotiations. The party suffered 
so many deaths from disease that the government called them back. 

In 1840 Buxton was created a baronet. His health failed gradually, which some 
believed was caused by the disappointment over the failed mission to Africa. He died 
a few years later. There is a monument to him in Westminster Abbey, and a 
memorial to the emancipation of slaves and dedicated to Buxton in Victoria Tower 
Gardens (commissioned by his son Charles Buxton MP, the Buxton Memorial 
Fountain, designed by Samuel Sanders Teulon, was initially erected in Parliament 
Square, but was removed in 1940 and moved to its current location in 1957). Fowell 
Close in Earlham, Norwich, is named after him. 

A representation of Buxton can be also seen on the current English five pound note. 
He is the figure wearing glasses in the group on the left-hand side of Elizabeth Fry. 

born April 1, 1786, Castle Hedingham, Essex, Eng. 
died Feb. 19, 1845, near Cromer, Norfolk 

British philanthropist and politician who, in 1822, succeeded William Wilberforce as 
leader of the campaign in the House of Commons for the abolition of slavery in the 
British colonies and thus was partly responsible for the Abolition Act of Aug. 28, 
1833.  

A brother-in-law of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry, Buxton, in… 
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Baldock 
[1829/30?] In Baldock, reported one sympathiser, ‘the Friends’ Meeting House … 
was thronged; persons stood on benches to hear through the open windows, and I 
have been assured that about 200 could not get in.’ [Bury the Chains, p336] 
 
Bishop’s Stortford 
 
In November 1877 an African, and former slave, the Rev Thomas Lewis Johnson, 
gave three sermons at the Baptist Chapel in Bishop’s Stortford. These were so 
popular that people had to be turned away. On the Monday about 200 came to hear 
him speak about slavery. [‘A former slave speaks out’, Hertfordshire and Essex 
Observer, 10 Nov 1977, p9] 

 

Clarkson, Thomas (see separate story) 

• File relating to Thomas Clarkson, who worked closely with Olaudah Equiano and 
Granville Sharpe in the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade in London in 
the late 1760s; in the William Blyth Gerish Collection of cuttings, prints, 
photographs and other items [D/Egr/75] 

• Comment by Cussans in response to a newspaper article on the unveiling of the 
monument to Thomas Clarkson at Thundridge  [D/Ecu 2, p194] 

• 3 photographs of unveiling of Thomas Clarkson Memorial, 1879, paid for by Giles–
Puller family, Youngsbury estate, Thundridge. In 1785 Thomas Clarkson was on 
the road from Cambridge to London at Wades Mill, Thundridge, when he decided 
to give his life to the abolition of slavery [87575–7] 

• Photograph of monument to Thomas Clarkson (1760–1846) beside Old North 
Road, Wadesmill, c1950. It marks the spot where Clarkson resolved to devote the 
rest of his life to the abolition of the slave trade, as he rested on a journey from 
Cambridge to London in 1785 [County Views: STAND/2] 

• ‘Biographers illnatured and spiteful against poor Thomas Clarkson’. [William 
Lucas, A Quaker Journal, being the diary and reminiscences of William Lucas of 
Hitchin (1804-1861), ed by E Bryant and G P Baker, Hutchinson, 1934, vol 1, p146 
– original diaries at HALS] 

 
Clarkson, William 

• ‘he zealously supported his friend Thomas Clarkson of Playford Hall, Suffolk, in 
promoting measures for the abolition of the slave trade’ [MI, Baldock] 

• ‘Abolition of Slavery – There have been numerous petitions presented to 
Parliament for the abolition of slavery in the West Indian Islands, or rather to 
recommend an immediate amelioration and gradual abolition; for this is the 
object of most petitioners. It was regretted in 1824 that many of the Clergy were 
backward in rendering that assistance which seemed to be more particularly their 
province; this year, however, there seems to be a greater degree of feeling … and 
we learn from Brighton, that the greatest unanimity prevailed there; that great 
many Clergy signed a petition, and there were upwards of 2200 signatures to it in 
a short time, which was brought from Brighton by Mr W Clarkson, with whom it 
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originated, and presented to the House by Mr Curtels, one of the County 
Members, who is also a friend to the cause.’ [County Chronicle 14 Mar 1826] 

• Hertfordshire Mercury, 1 Apr 1826, ‘Provincial Intelligence. Negro Slavery – We 
have in our former numbers drawn the attention of the public to this subject, and 
it is pleasing to learn that places in this county have joined with alacrity to 
petition Parliament for its gradual abolition; and in addition to others, we are 
informed, that the parish of Baldock, from which the first petition was presented 
in 1823, has again come forward and gained, with the neighbourhood, signatures 
more numerous than was before obtained, through the perseverance of Mr W 
Clarkson, who seems to take as great an interest in it as his friend and namesake 
Thomas Clarkson.’ 

• ‘The small town of Baldock was the first that set the example of petitioning 
Parliament for the melioration and gradual abolition of West Indian Slavery, in 
1823, being the first presented, which was followed up the next year; and 
another, signed by nearly three times the number of the first, all procured by Mr 
Clarkson, is just completed, with an assurance from Sir John S Sebright, one of the 
County Members, to give it every support, both in and out of the House.’[County 
Chronicle,11 Apr 1826, p2] 

• Letter from William Clarkson under pseudonym ‘No trader but in truth’ to Herts 
Mercury, 29 (?) April 1826 

• Letter from ‘Plain Dealer’ to Herts Mercury, 20 April 1826 accusing Wm Clarkson 
of domestic slavery re parish overseer of Baldock 

• ‘At Brighton, a petition has just been prepared, through the interference and 
instrumentality of Mr Wm Clarkson, of Hertfordshire, who, although a 
comparative stranger in this populous place, has received the assurance of 
support from all, but one, to whom he has applied; and he has obtained, in a few 
hours, the signatures of the Magistracy and many of the leading men; and the 
Clergy, who are both numerous and respectable, have expressed their sense of 
the necessity of the measure and have promised support; so that, in all 
probability, there will be a petition both numerously and respectably signed.’ 
[‘Abolition of West India Slavery’, County Chronicle, 14 Feb 1826] 

 
Cowper, William (see separate sheet) 
Many of Cowper’s friends wanted him to write a poem on the abolition of slavery, 
including Lady Hesketh. In a letter to her he wrote:  
‘Slavery, or a release from slavery, such as the poor negroes have endured, or 
perhaps both these topics together, appeared to me a theme so important at the 
present juncture … It occurred to me likewise, that I have lately borne my testimony 
in favour of my black brethren, and that I was one of the earliest, if not the first, of 
those who have in the present day, expressed their detestation of the diabolical 
trade in question’. [written at time Hannah More has just published her poem] 
Later [1788] his friends again were asking him to write a poem and he writes: 
‘Twice, or thrice, before your request came, have I been solicited to write a poem on 
the cruel, odious, and disgusting subject of Negro Slavery.’  
Feels he can’t because when he thinks about it it upsets him too much:  
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‘There are some scenes of horror on which my imagination has dwelt not without 
some complacency; but then they are such scenes as God, not man, produces …’ 
[p216] 
Thomas Taylor, Life of WC, 1833 

• Born at Great Berkhamsted, 15 Nov 1731. Mother died when he was 6 – 
monument in chancel of St Peter’s church. His father John Cowper, was chaplain 
to George II 

• Sent to a large private school at Market Street, run by Dr Pitman, where he was 
cruelly treated by another boy. His suffering made him susceptible to suffering of 
others. Removed from school at age of 8. 

• 7 Dec 1763 put in care of Dr Cotton at St Albans, where he was treated with great 
tenderness and recovered from his mental breakdown. He regarded the place as 
his second nativity. Stayed there for 18 months until 17 June 1765, when he 
moved to Huntingdon to be nearer his brother John in Cambridge. 

 
Eliot, John 
John Eliot was born about 1604 in Widford, Hertfordshire, England, the son of 
Bennett Eliot, a yeoman who was a landholder in the parishes of Ware, Widford, 
Hansdon and Estweeke. John was baptized on 5 August 1604. 
Memorial window to John Eliot (1604-90). John Eliot was baptised at Widford on 5 
Aug 1604, the son of Bennett Eliot and Lettes (nee Aggar). His parents were married 
at Widford, and his father was a yeoman farmer who owned land in Widford, 
Hunsdon, Ware and Eastwick, and Nazeing. John seems to have been brought up in 
Nazeing. He went to Cambridge University and became a Puritan, emigrating to 
America in 1631. He became appalled by the treatment of the native Indians, and 
worked hard to improve their temporal and spiritual condition, founding a 
missionary movement.  He was also concerned with the welfare of African slaves. 
Although less is known about this aspect of his work, he was certainly one of the first 
to take an interest in their well-being. In 1689, he mad a gift of 75 acres at Roxbury 
for the ‘support and teaching’ of Indians and ‘Negroes’. To celebrate the bi-
centenary of his birth, his descendants placed a memorial window to him in the 
place of his birth. The dedication of the stained glass window on 21 May 1894 was 
attended by two of his American descendants and the American Ambassador. The 
window has panels of stained glass with designs based on famous works by Durer 
and was made by Messrs Burlinson and Grylles of Oxford Street, London. (see: Herts 
Mercury, 24 May 1894; R Bennett, ‘John Eliot: the Apostle to the Indians’, Hertford & 
Ware LH Soc Journal, 2000, pp 11-17; DNB] 
 
Ellis, Sarah 

• Sarah and William Ellis came to live in Hoddesdon in 1841 on the 
recommendation of John Warner and his wife, whom they met on holiday in the 
South of France. The Warners rented them a large property on Lord Street, called 
Rosehill (now covered by Rosehill Close). Sarah Ellis was born in 1799, the 
youngest child of Quaker farmer William Stickney. In 1830 she published The 
Negro Slave, which championed the abolition of slavery. Her later books, mostly 
fiction, all had an educational or moral purpose. By the time she married William 
Ellis, a widowed missionary and father of four, in 1837 she was already an 
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established author. She wrote a lot about the role of women, and established her 
own girls’ school in Hoddesdon in 1845, at Rawdon House in the High Street. She 
died at Rosehill on 16 June 1872, and is buried in the burial ground of the 
Friends’ Meeting House in Hoddesdon. [Heather Vincent, ‘Educating Writer’, 
Hertfordshire Countryside, July 2006, pp 26-27] 

 
Flower, Edward Fordham (1805-1883) 
Born on 31 January 1805 at Marden Hall near Hertford. In 1817 his family emigrated 
to America, but Edward returned to England in 1824 after threats were made on his 
life on account of his involvement in the campaign to abolish slavery in Kentucky. He 
retired to London after founding a successful brewery in Stratford on Avon.  
 
[Oxford DNB online] 
 
Fordham, John George 
Odsey House, Royston. Donated 10s to Anti-Slavery Society in 1824. 
 
Hanbury 
Of Ware. See: D Chapman-Huston and E C Cripps, Through a City Archway: the story 
of Allen and Hanburys 1715-1954 (London, 1954) [338.766/Rm8] 
 
Hertford 
Hertford Anti-Slavery Association donated £2 10s to the Anti-Slavery Society in 1824. 
 
Hemel Hempstead 
Donated contributions of £2 17s to the Anti-Slavery Society in 1824. 
 
Hitchin 
Hitchin Anti-Slavery Society donated £7 13s to the Anti-Slavery Society in 1824. 
Anti-slavery lecture tour write up for Hitchin 1831 -  
‘….at no place had I more cause to speak in decided terms of encouragement than 
Hitchin has afforded, whether in reference to the number, intelligence, and highly 
respectable character of the audience, or the deep interest which has been excited. 
We were upon neutral ground, and numbers of the elite of the town were present, a 
matter of great gratification to your auxiliary association there, whose anticipations 
of goods to the cause have been fully realized’. 
 

•  ‘A Meeting of the Inhabitants of Hitchin …’ calling for final abolition of slavery; 
refers to founding of Hitchin Anti-Slavery Society in December 1825. [County 
Chronicle, 24 Jan 1826, p1] 

• Anti-Slavery Society: at a town’s meeting summoned by Hitchin Friends, a 
petition was drawn up and presented to Parliament ‘for the mitigation and final 
abolition of slavery throughout the British Dominions’ (1826). The Hitchin Anti-
Slavery Society, founded at this time, busied itself in printing and circulating the 
speeches of Thomas Clarkson. The more influential Friends lobbied Hertfordshire 
MPs to see if they could goad them into action. [Hine’s History of Hitchin, p228] 
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• 1793 Salem Chapel was ’supporting ‘a black Baptist missionary of exemplary 
character’ who was propagating the Gospel and counteracting the iniquitous 
slave trade in Sierra Leone.’ [The Churches Booke as to its stock in Monie, 2 vols, 
1742-1824; mss in the Chapel safe; cited in Hine’s History of Hitchin] 

• Quakers: at first it was the ‘indignant soul’ of individuals like Thomas Shillitoe – 
moved ‘to journey over the sea and beard the slave-owners on their own 
plantations’. At end of 18th century the abolition of slavery became concern of 
every member. ‘1799: Paid W Forster towards obtaining information for the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, £25.’ Relief work also increased. [18th century] 
subscribed a few shillings ‘for fugitive slaves from America’. [19th century] 
received runaway slaves into their own homes. Henry Highland Garnet (an 
escaped slave) was entertained by Mrs Exton at Grove Mill House. Edwin Ransom 
remembered that he was persuaded by William Ransom to go behind the sofa 
where the black man sat and stroke his woolly hair, just to make sure it was real. 
[‘Notes on the Families of Sharples, Exton and Ransom’, Edwin Ransom, 1925; 
ms. In custody of family, copy R L Hine; cited in Hine’s History of Hitchin, p229].  

• In 1852, soon after the publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Thomas Whiting gave a 
series of public readings (see drawing) in a cottage in Hoole Lane, which took the 
whole town by storm. Long afterwards men would speak of it as the greatest 
moment of their lives. In 1877 Uncle Tom himself (Rev Josiah Henson) visited 
Hitchin and gave the story of his life in a public lecture. The slave owners 
countered the abolition fervour by spreading a report that the freed slaves in 
Liberia were becoming slave owners in their turn. ‘Sad news if correct’ [Diary of a 
Hitchin Elder, 1851; ms in possession of Francis Ransom; cited in Hine’s History of 
Hitchin, p229] 

• Sugar boycott: supported by Quakers – ordinary people helped the cause by 
abstaining from sugar as the main product of slave labour. ‘I recollect the 
peculiar flavour given to gooseberry or apple puddings when sweetened with 
honey, there being no sugar on the table. They were not nearly so nice.’ 
[Recollections of my Childhood, Phoebe Glaisyer, c1892; ms. In the possession of 
Eleanor Glaisyer; cited in Hine’s History of Hitchin, p228] Some contemplated 
giving up the use of soap for the same reason. 

 
 
 
 
Horsley, Samuel (1733-1906) 
Born in London, he was educated at home by his father, Revd John Horsely, in the 
parsonage at Thorley. In 1759 he became rector of Newington Butts, near London, 
but from 1779-82 also held the incumbency of Thorley.  In 1802 he was appointed 
Bishop of St Asaph as a reward for supporting the government. As a high church Tory 
bishop, his personal relations with the  evangelical Wilberforce were bad, but 
Horsley was an active opponent of the slave trade and spoke against it in 
parliamentary debates. On 5 July 1799 he assured the Lords that he held ‘no 
visionary notions of equality and imprescriptible rights of man’ but argued that 
‘there is an extreme condition of subjection, to which man cannot without injustice 
be degraded’ and that that ‘is the condition of the African carried away into slavery’. 
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He then proceeded to present a mass of scientific and geographical evidence about 
the Africans of Nigeria, drawn from the recent account of Mungo Park, to show that 
the Mandingo people were far from the savages the defenders of the slave trade 
argued. He was buried at St Mary’s, Newington Butts, but when the church was 
demolished in 1876 to make way for a railway, his body was removed to Thorley. 
[Oxford DNB online] 
 
 
Isaacson, Stephen (1798-1849) 
About 1826 became Rector of St Paul’s, Demerara. Nov 1826 married Anna Maria 
Miller of Barbados. Returned to England by 1832 and declared – based on his own 
experience – that the social and religious condition of West Indian slaves could not 
be bettered. 8 Aug 1832 delivered a speech in vindication of the West Indian 
proprietors, which was later published.  His attitudes had changed by 1840, when he 
issued a pamphlet arguing for an extensive system of immigration as the only means 
of extinguishing slavery and the slave trade. In 1847 he moved to Hoddesdon, but 
died in London 2 years later. [Oxford DNB online] 
 
Littleboy, Mr 
Of Berkhamsted (see above) 
 
Lucas, William (1804-61) 
1838, 9th month, 21st: ‘Slavery at an end in all our West India islands. Good accounts 
for most part, negroes show a just determination to have fair wages… I had rather be 
Joseph Sturge than the Duke of Wellington’. [vol 1, p146] 
1840, 6th month, 12th: ‘With Samuel Bowly went to London to attend the British and 
Foreign Anti-slavery convention to which J Sharples, W Langford, J W Wagne and 
myself are appointed delegates from this place. It is held at the Freemasons’ Hall, 
and presented a very interesting scene. Many of the most celebrated philanthropists 
of this country and America being present. The venerable Thomas Clarkson, in his 
eighty first year, presided, and introduced to the meeting his grandson and only 
representative bearing the same name, accompanied by his widowed mother, whom 
at the early age of nine he dedicated to the cause of humanity; that devoted and 
honest man Joseph Sturge, who accompanied him to the chair and addressed the 
meeting, was overcome by his feelings, and the old man, the widow and the little 
boy all in tears, affected deeply most of those present… I returned home on the 21st, 
having been much interested with the meetings I attended; at the first meeting a 
very long Discussion took place as to the propriety of admitting female delegates, 
several of whom had come from America to take part in the proceedings. It was 
decided by an overwhelming majority in the negative. In consequence of this 
decision several Americans would not come into the meetings but sat above in the 
gallery.’ 
  
[William Lucas, A Quaker Journal, being the diary and reminiscences of William Lucas 
of Hitchin (1804-1861), ed by E Bryant and G P Baker, Hutchinson, 1934, 2 vols – 
original diaries at HALS] 
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Sebright, Sir John Saunders (1767-1846) 
‘The small town of Baldock was the first that set the example of petitioning 
Parliament for the melioration and gradual abolition of West Indian Slavery, in 1823, 
being the first presented, which was followed up the next year; and another, signed 
by nearly three times the number of the first, all procured by Mr Clarkson, is just 
completed, with an assurance from Sir John S Sebright, one of the County Members, 
to give it every support, both in and out of the House.’[County Chronicle,11 Apr 
1826, p2] 
 

Hemel Hempstead was the first town in the country to have a cottage hospital. It 
was in 1826 that Sir Astley Cooper, the foremost surgeon of his day, who lived at 
Gadebridge House decided to devote much of his time to the sick and poor in Hemel 
Hempstead. After a meetingwith local gentlemen he, with their support, acquired 
two cottages at Piccotts End and converted them into an infirmary with 10 beds. In 
the early days the patron of the hospital was the Earl of Verulam and vice presidents 
included the Earl of Clarendon and Sir John Sebright MP. Six years after the 
establishment of the infirmary, Sir John Saunders Sebright decided to build a new 
infirmary in Hemel Hempstead itself at his own expense. The building - known today 
as Cheere House - was erected and gradually extended until it had 40 beds. 
Predecessor of the West Herts Hospital. 

The Sebright bantam was created through careful breeding around 200 years ago, by 
Hertfordshire Baronet Sir John Saunders Sebright, who was fascinated by animal 
breeding. Sir John lived from 1767 to 1846. Sir John had an obvious interest in 
animals in general, and particularly birds. He kept falcons for instance, and went on 
to write a small book on them. in 1810 Sir John established the Sebright bantam 
club. 

Tuke, William (1732-1822) 

• Letter from William Tuke to S Grubb about petitions got up at York against the 
slave trade, 3 2m [April- used old calendar] 1788 [D/ESe/C10, p.310; original 
(harder to read) C12/3] in volume: ‘Letters to and from William and Esther Tuke 
etc’ 1730-1823. 

• Portrait [D/ESe/C10/2] 

• Letter from Thomas Colley, Nevis, to E[sther] Tuke, account of visits to West 
indies, 1779 [D/Ese/C10, p196] 

• Letter re new apparatus for sweeping chimneys that doesn’t need boys but men 
[D/Ese/C18/2] 

• Letters during William and Esther’s courtship [D/ESe/C16/17] Esther Maude 
(1727-1794) 

• A leading Quaker philanthropist, William Tuke introduced new, more humane, 
methods of caring for the mentally ill. 

• William Tuke was born in York on 24 March 1732, into a leading Quaker family. He 
entered the family tea and coffee merchant business at an early age. Alongside 
his commercial responsibilities, he was able to devote much time to the pursuit of 
philanthropy. 
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• When a Quaker died in the squalid and inhumane conditions of the York Asylum, 
Tuke was invited to visit and was appalled by what he saw there. In the spring of 
1792, he appealed to the Society of Friends (as the Quakers were also known) to 
revolutionise the treatment of the insane. He collected sufficient funds to open 
the York Retreat for the care of the insane in 1796. This was the first of its kind in 
England, and pioneered new, more humane, methods of treatment of the 
mentally ill. These included removing inmates' chains, housing them in a pleasant 
environment, with decent food and adopting a programme involving the 
therapeutic use of occupational tasks. In the closely-knit Quaker community 
families frequently intermarried. His daughter Sarah (1756-90), to whom this 
letter is written, married Robert Grubb. Some Account of the Life and Religious 
Labours of Sarah Grubb. With an Appendix, containing an Account of the Schools 
at Ackworth and York, Observations on Christian Discipline, and Extracts from 
many of her Letters, Dublin: Printed for R. Jackson..., 1792. The Quaker Sarah 
Grubb (1756-90) travelled extensively in Ireland, Scotland, and England, and later 
in Europe, distinguishing herself by the sincerity of her convictions and the 
tenacity of her ministry. She nursed John Woolman in his last illness before his 
death in 1772. 

• A second daughter, Elizabeth (1760-1826) married Joshua Wheeler (1755-1803) a 
Quaker of Hitchin, in 1795. Their daughter Esther Wheeler (1798-1864) married 
Benjamin Seebohm in 1831; their son was Frederick Seebohm, the author of 
Village Communities.  

• Title deeds, family papers and correspondence of the Wheeler, Tuke & Seebohm 
families deposited by D Seebohm in 1954. In the closely-knit Quaker community 
families frequently intermarried. The Wheeler family moved to Hitchin in the mid 
18th century. Connected to Sharples and Ransoms of Hitchin and Tukes of York. 

• Quaker marriage certificate of Joshua Wheeler, Hitchin and Elizabeth Tuke, York, 
consent signed by Esther & William Tuke [D/ESe/F23] 

• Printed information re William Tuke [D/ESe/F41] 
 
Watford 
1 Nov 1830: crowded meeting held at Essex Arms, Watford, for purpose of preparing 
petitions to Parliament for abolition of slavery. Chaired by Hon. Granville Ryder, on 
the motions of Mr Sergeant Pell and Rev Mr Rosdew, Rector of Bushey. Gentlemen 
who addressed the meeting included: Dr Lushington, Mr Sergeant Pell, Rev Mr 
Blackmore of Bushey, Rev John Edwards of Watford, Josiah Conder Esq, Mr Biddle of 
Childwick, Mr Burchell of Bushey. 
Wilberforce, William 

• 4 signed letters from William Wilberforce to Abel Smith, 1822–30 [D/E/AS] 
 
Wilshere, William 

• Royal Gazette, Jamaica, 8 Feb 1824 [67374] 

• letter from W H Whitbread, 1823–4 [67375] 

• Draft petition to House of Commons for the relief of slaves, 23 Dec 1823 [67376]; 
other drafts [67377-78] 

• William Wilshere (-1783): Lived in Kimpton, owned brewing business at Hitchin. 
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• William Wilshere (1730-1798): Nonconformist at Hitchin. Lived there for 35 years 
[MI]. Independent Chapel, Hitchin, widow Susannah died 1800. 

• William Wilshere (1754-1824): Lived at Hitchin. Founded a school 1810. Buried at 
Welwyn. Of The Frythe, Welwyn? Chairman of QS, Lt Col of Herts Militia;married 
Martha (d.1786 aged 32), no children. 

• Thomas Mills of Tolmers, Cuffley, Herts (1794-1862) married Laura Wilshere 
(1806-59) about 1833. 
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Anti-Slavery Society 
 
1823 
Allen, Mr Samuel, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 1s 
Dimsdale, Joseph Esq, don: £1 1s, ann sub: £1 1s 
Lucas, William Esq, ann sub: £1 1s 
Preston, Rev M M, donation: £5 
Pymm, The Rev W W, ann sub: £1 1s 
Sharples, Joseph Esq, Hitchin, donation: £2 
 
1824 
Berkhamsted, contributions from, per Mr Littleboy, £8 5s 6d 
Fordham, J G Esq, Odsey House, Royston, donation: 10s 
Hertford Anti-Slavery Association, donation: £2 10s 
Hemel Hempstead, contributions from: £2 17s 6d 
Hitchin Anti-Slavery Society, donation: £7 13s 
Preston, Rev M M, donation: £5 
 
1825 
Allen, Samuel, Esq, Hitchin, annual subscription: £1 1s 
Allen, William Esq, Plough Court, ann sub: £2 2s 
Dimsdale, Joseph Esq, donation: £1 1s; ann sub: £1 1s 
Lucas, William Esq, ann sub: £1 1s 
Preston, Rev M M, donation: £5 
Pymm, The Rev W W, ann sub: £1 1s 
Sharples, Joseph Esq, Hitchin, donation: £2 
 
1827 
Allen, Samuel, Esq, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Berkhamsted, contributions from; don: £5; proceeds of publications: £1 9s 
Hertford Anti-Slavery Association, proceeds of publications: £3 15s 
Hitchin Anti-Slavery Association, proceeds of publications: £4 4s 6d 
Lucas, Joseph, Esq, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Lucas, William Esq, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Morell, Rev T, Hitchin, ann sub: 10s 
Preston, Rev M M, Cheshunt, ann sub: £5 
Pymm, Rev W W Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Ransom, John Esq, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Ryder, The Honourable G D, ann sub: £1 1s 
Sharples, Joseph esq, Hitchin, ann sub: £2 
Thompson, Mr John, Hitchin, ann sub: 10s 
Wheeler, mrs Elizabeth, Hitchin, donation: £1 
Wheeler, misses E S and M, Hitchin, ann sub: £1  
 
1829 
Thompson, John, Hitchin, ann sub: 10s 
Wheeler, Mrs E, Hitchin, annn sub: £1 
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Wheeler, Misses E S and M, ann sub: £1 
 
1830 
Anonymous from Hitchin by Mrs Mary Exton, don: £1 
Berkhampstead Anti- Slavery Association, don: £5; sale of pub’ns: £1 17s 
Dimsdale, Joseph Esq, ann sub: £1 1s  
Hertford Ant-Slavery Association, sale of publications: £10 17s 
Hitchin Anti-Slavery Association, sale of publications: £5 3s 6d 
Lucas, Mr W, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Lucas, Mr Joseph, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Preston, Rev M M, donation: £5 
Pymm, Rev W W, ann sub: £1  
Ryder, Honourable G D M P, ann sub: £1 1s 
Sharples, Mr Joseph, Hitchin, ann sub: £2 
Wheeler, Mrs E, Hitchin, ann sub: £1 
Wheeler, Misses E S and M: ann sub: £1 
 
 
Sheriff’s papers relating to county meeting and resolutions re Anti–Slavery 
Campaign, 1830 [52840–63] 
 

• Petition from freeholders in Hemel Hempstead area calling for ‘early abolition’ of 
slavery and withdrawing earlier version [52858] 

• Petition from freeholders in Hemel Hempstead area calling for ‘effectual 
mitigation’ of slavery [52859] 

• Petition from freeholders of Hertford and Royston area calling for abolition of 
slavery [52860] 

• Granville Ryder, Westbrook, St Albans to William Hale, 1830 [52840] 

• Letter from Mr Preston, Cheshunt, to Mr Hale, re requisition, 9 Oct 1830 [52841] 

• Hale to John Hawkins, Hitchin [52842] 

• Fordham, Royston, to Hawkins (Hawkins to put requisition before High Sheriff) 
[52843] 

• Hale to Hawkins delaying meeting because of inconsistencies [52844] 

• Hale to Ryder [52845] 

• Fordham re county meeting [52846] 

• Ryder to Hale [52847] 

• Hale to Hawkins (Under Sheriff) [52848] 

• Fordham to Hawkins [52849] 

• Ryder to Hale [52850] 

• Hale to William Hawkins [52851] 

• Resolution by Ryder & Pym, 5 Nov 1830 [52852] 

• 2nd resolution [52853] 

• 3rd resolution, Fordham & Wedd [52854] 

• Fordham, Royston, to Hale [52855] 

• To Hawkins (Under Sheriff) [52856] 

• To Hale – Little Berkhamsted, Cheshunt etc [52857] 
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• Petition [52861] 

• Sarratt [52862] 

• Petition [528863] 
 
 


