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Hertfordshire and the Slave Trade 

 
 

RESEARCH CONDUCTED IN 2007 AS PART OF HERTFORDSHIRE 
ARCHIVES AND LOCAL STUDIES PROJECT, HIDDEN HISTORIES: 

 
 
 
ABEL SMITH FAMILY, OF WOODHALL PARK, WATTON–AT–STONE 

• Conveyance of 1/3rd part of a plantation formerly a "Sugar work" known 
as the farm in St. Catherine's, Jamaica (474a); penn called "Half-way 
Tree Penn" 1/3rd part in 237 slaves, and 273 cattle. From Lord and 
Lady Carrington to Samuel Smith, 8 Feb 1805 [DE/AS/4420]  

• Release and Indemnity on transfer of Funds from Randolph Henry 
Crewe to Abel Smith. 1/3rd part of plantation, slaves, etc in Jamaica, 
(Raymonds); Moeres Crawe; capital messuage and sugar works,  7 Aug 
1856 [DE/AS/4421] 

• Release from all actions, from H E Manning and William Manning, Abel 
Smith and S G Smith re Island of Montserrat, negroes and stock, 18 
Nov 1831 [DE/AS/4422]  
 

AXTELL FAMILY, OF BERKHAMSTED 

• Extracts re will of William Axtell, Port Royal, Jamaica, 1754–1811; 
Hemel Hempstead Court Book, 1754 [29793].  

• By his will made on 10 July 1723, William Axtell of Port Royal, Jamaica, 
Doctor of Physick, left his estates in Great Britain to his son Daniel 
Axtell and his heirs. He also left an annuity to his son William. Daniel 
died in 1734, when the estate passed to his son Joseph Axtell.  In 1754 
Joseph Axtell was a merchant living in Holborn. Interestingly, the 
executor and trustee of William Axtell’s will in 1723 was Edward 
Fenwick. In 1754 his son Michael Fenwick was a sugar refiner in 
London.  The details in the Hemel Hempstead Court Book in 1754 are 
clearly linked to the sale of land in Berkhamsted known by ‘the name or 
sign of The Royal Oak’, now subdivided into 3 messuages, and land 
adjoining. The land is being sold by Joseph Axtell to Thomas Lake, a 
baker of Berkhamsted.   

• What has happened to William Axtell’s land in Jamaica? What links 
does Joseph Axtell still have with Jamaica? As a merchant is he 
importing sugar?  Is this being sold to the Fenwicks as sugar refiners? 

• William Axtell of Jamaica was the son of Daniel Axtell [see the Story of 
Berkhamsted] who was hanged, drawn and quartered in 1660 for his 
part in the execution of Charles I.  

 
BAKER FAMILY, OF BAYFORDBURY 

• Letter from William Baker to Rev William Talbot re earthquake at 
Martinique [DE/Bk/C5/5] 
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• Letter re-addressed to West Indies and returned marked 'Dead': 
W[illiam] B[aker] to Edward, HMS Leviathan, Portsmouth, 1795 
[DE/Bk/C31/13] 

• William Baker to agents in Kingston, Jamaica: Edward's grave; copy 
inscription thereof; copy inscription on column at Bayfordbury, 1796 
[DE/Bk/C32/20-23] 

 
BARCLAY FAMILY OF YOUNGSBURY, STANDON 

• Letters from David Barclay [D/EGp Cs/2] – not yet seen 

• David Barclay gave land adjoining the Meeting House to the Quakers in 
Ware in 1777. Rich Quaker family – founders of Barclays Bank. 

• David Barclay owned Youngsbury from 1769-1793. He improved and 
enlarged the present house. (bought in 1796 by Daniel Giles) 

• David Barclay of Youngsbury, who had come into the possession of 
£10,000 of slaves for a business debt, carried them to New York, taught 
them crafts and then, when they could maintain themselves, emancipated 
them. This David Barclay was one of the finest characters of his time, a 
true humanitarian. [Life of Francis Galton by Carl Pearson] 

 
BOSANQUET FAMILY, OF BROXBOURNEBURY 

• Memoranda book of George Jacob Bosanquet – notes on his West 
Indian properties, 1826 (not good) [D/EBb E32] 

 
BUXTON FAMILY, OF EASNEYE, WARE 

• ‘When students arrive at ‘Easneye Mansion’ they find a wonderful old 
house that was the home of the godly Buxton family. The Buxtons [were 
Quakers who] played a key role in the Abolition of Slavery Bill.’ [All  
Nations College website] 

 

CAPELL FAMILY, LITTLE HADHAM HALL 

• In 1596, ‘Accame the negro’ appears at the bottom of a list of ‘Mr Capell 
and his servants’ in the East Herts Muster Book for 1580–98. No first 
name is given (unlike the other servants) [6990] 

 
CHAUNCY FAMILY, OF LITTLE MUNDEN 

• In 1816, Nathaniel Snell Chauncy, purchased the manor of Little 
Munden, and took up residence at Green End House. On their arrival at 
Little Munden, he and his wife Anne began to take a leading part in 
Hertfordshire social life. Having rich West Indian investments he 
entertained lavishly at Green End. ‘It is interesting and rather disturbing, 
to consider how even the lives of ordinary people in a quiet country 
parish like Little Munden, were affected by wealth which was ultimately 
derived from the Slave Trade.’ [p70]. In 1844 a West Indian financial 
crash forced him to sell his property in Little Munden and he and his wife 
went to live in a smaller house in Maida Vale. In 1856 Nathaniel 
committed suicide by jumping from an upstairs window. [Anne Rowe, 
The Protected Valley, (1999) quoting from Canon Arthur Bennett, The 
Chauncys of Little Munden, Hertforshire Countryside, vol 31, No. 201, 
January 1976] 
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• His brother Charles Snell Chauncy, who also came to Little Munden at 
the beginning of the 19th century, had estates in Grenada [Lady Caroline 
Paget, ‘Recollections’, 1930–35, copy in Hertford Museum]. 

 
CHERRY–GARRARD FAMILY, OF LAMER PARK, WHEATHAMPSTEAD 

• Covenant, release and assignment of estate in Nevis owned by John 
Pruett, merchant, late of Nevis, West Indies, deceased; heir is his sister 
Mary, wife of Thomas Yates, Whitechapel, tailor; sale to Sir John 
Bawdon of London, 1688 [papers in ‘Muniments to Title: Deeds] 
[27072–5] 

• Assignment of lease from Thomas Goddard, London, to John Ellis, 
Jamaica, of half  capital messuage, sugar and indigo works, negroes, 
plantations in St Katherine’s, and other parishes, in Jamaica, for residue 
of 17 years at yearly rents amounting to £150, 1694 [27078] 

• Mortgage from Nicholas Cole Spencer of plantations in Kings Capscoe 
at Nominy, and near Popes Creek, and elsewhere, in Westmorland, 
Virginia, and ‘all negroes, pickaninyes, utensils, stocke, cattle and other 
things of in upon or belonging …’ 1702 [27085] 

 
COWPER FAMILY, OF PANSHANGER 

• Long letter from G Lillington discussing dissensions in the island of 
Barbados and disorders and difficulties amongst people and 
government [D/EP/F143] 

• Anecdote concerning a black servant in letter to lord Cowper from John 
West, 1743 [D/EP/F249] 

• Papers relating to Dutch West Indian Company, 1633 [DE/Na/O84] 

• Letter from widow of Dr Tobias Smollett – has lost all her property in a 
fire in Jamaica, 1782 [D/EP/F360] 

 
CUSSANS 

• Comment in response to a newspaper article on the unveiling of the 
monument to Thomas Clarkson at Thundridge: says his grandfather 
was a planter – negroes of Jamaica descending into barbarism, 
‘hundred of planters were ruined [D/ECu 2, p194] 

 
DELME–RADCLIFFE FAMILY, OF HITCHIN PRIORY 

• Letter from Edward to Ralph Radcliffe with ref to arrival of Man of War 
in Jamaica to order home Navy under Admiral Hobson, 1728 [DE/4160] 

• Letters to Mrs Sarah Radcliffe re cargoes and trade, 1663–7 
(Barbados) [DE/4564–8] 

• Ralph Radcliffe, Hitchin, to John Radcliffe, Aleppo, with ref to the 
administration in the West indies [DE/4904] 

• Hitchin baptism register, 10 Jun 1733: Charles, a Black living with 
Ralph Radcliffe Esq, 10 years old [D/P53/1/3] 

 
EGERTON FAMILY, OF ASHRIDGE   

• Bond: Sir James Cockburn of Soho Square, Westminster, to Rachel, 
Dowager Duchess of Bridgewater, for £1,000 part of £40,000 mortgage 
to Peregrine Cust of Gt. George Street, and John Marlar of London, 
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banker, of Plantation and Negroes in Dominica. 25th March 1777 [AH 
1357–8]   
 

ESSEX FAMILY, OF CASSIOBURY, WATFORD 

• Copy of Act re estate of Henry Shatterden, Barbados, 1691–2 [8343] 

• List of servants: includes ‘Doney the Black’ [8742/31] 

• Watford Militia Lists (1782–86): includes George Doney, Cashio  

• Watford Parish Register, 1727 Jul 24: Baptism of Charles, a negro 
formerly called Donas servant to Her Grace the Duchess of Bedford 
baptised at Cashiobury [D/P117/1/5]; 1730 Jun 9, Baptism of Othello, a 
negro formerly called Donas, servant to the Rt Hon Earl of Essex, 
baptised at Cashiobury – on same day as Lady Anne, daughter of 
William, Earl of Essex [D/P117/1/5]; 1809 Sep 8, burial of George 
Edward Dony, widower, Negro servant to the Earl of Essex 

 
GAUSSEN FAMILY, OF BROOKMANS PARK, NORTH MYMMS 

• Appointment by Thomas Hunter of Mansfield Street, St.Marylebone, co. 
Middlesex, esquire, (formerly Thomas Holmes, esquire) of James Knox 
of Great Titchfield Street, St. Marylebone, gentleman, and James 
O'Brien of Bayham Street, Camden Town, co. Middlesex, gentleman, in 
place of William Law (who is going to the West Indies) as trustee of a 
mortgage on the Manor of Gobions, in connexion with the will of John 
Hunter late of Gobions. 26 Mar 1813 [DEGA/34114]        

• Lease and release by William Edgerton of Wandsworth, co. Surrey, 
baker, and Elizabeth his wife, Susannah Haslett of the same, widow, 
and Sarah Bennett of Stanhope Street, St. Clement Dane's, 
Westminster, spinster, (Elizabeth, Susannah, Sarah and William 
Bennett of Jamaica, deceased, being children of Henry Bennett late of 
Spitalfields, co. Middlesex, gentleman), to James Dalton of Wood 
Street, Spitalfields, gentleman, of a tenement in North Mimms, formerly 
called Broadmarsh and now Marshmore and one fourth part of lands 
near Welham Green in North Mimms and Hatfield, so that Dalton may 
be tenant in a recovery to be suffered to confirm the property to Randall 
Lawrence of Bromley St. Leonard, co. Middlesex, farrier (party to the 
release only). Signatures. Field names given. 5, 6 July 1808 
[DEGA/34260-34261]   

GILES–PULLER FAMILY OF YOUNGSBURY, THUNDRIDGE 
‘The site of the Mansion House … of William Cunliffe Shaw Esq. called 
Youngsbury … surveyed 1793 by Hollingsworth’, a good example of an estate 
plan showing field names and state of cultivation; presented by Mr F C Giles–
Puller [AR/84] 

• Mortgage by lease and release: William Ottley of Hengrave, Suffolk, 
Gilbert Francklyn of Merryworth, Kent, and Daniel Giles of 
Twickenham, 1771. Three 1/16th shares in the Negro Slaves (400) in 
Antigua and other parts of West Indies, in the service of the 
Government. 1773: acknowledgement of £1,800 paid by Daniel Giles 
[A2675–76] 

• Lease for a year and grant to secure annuities (deed of sale), 1772, 
between Peter Lamolie of St George, Grenada, West Indies, merchant; 
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Lewis Chauvet and Peter Turquand of London, merchants; and Daniel 
Giles of Broad Street, London, merchant, John Cranke, William 
Cranke, Thomas Hicks, Gabriel Clarmont, Abraham Stephens, Michael 
fatio, Daniel Mesman, John Chanvet. On island of Grenada: Coffee 
plantation and land called  L’Hermitage, St David’s, 160 acres (50 
French Quarres) abutting on south lands of Robert Martellon, east on 
Mr Bry’s and Mr Carre’s lands, north on Joseph Lucat’s, and west on 
the Great River of Little Barcolet. Half part in plantation called Lac 
Laymont, in the quarter of Beau Sejour, in St George parish, Grenada, 
(168 acres); abutting north on Kings Wood Lands, south onlands of Mr 
Demouchy, planter, east on the Kings woodlands and river Beau 
Sejour, west on lands of John Nelson, planter; toft known as No. 1 in 
town of St George, at the corner of Government Street and Halifax 
Street, where a messuage stood which was lately burnt down; 
Messuage (No. 3) in Young Street, and drying houses, negro houses 
etc. Negro slaves (schedule names 16 women, a 5 year old child and 
21 men slaves on the two plantations. One man seems to be described 
as an ‘Ibo’. Sold for £8,700. All stock: cattle and sheep; implements of 
planting. [A2677–79] 

• Assignment by way of Collateral Security for payment of 3 annuities to 
John, Henrietta and Susan Dalbiac. Between Charles Dalbiac of 
Hungerford Park, William Wood of London, John Dalbiac of Swansea, 
Henrietta Dalbiac, Susan Dalbiac, and Daniel Giles and Robert Wilks. 
Land and negroes etc in Island of Dominica (names of slaves given), 
1792 [A2697]  

• Grant of an annuity of £300 pa to Mr Giles during the life of Mrs Mary 
Giles, by Noah Blisson of London, merchant, 1770. Between Noah 
Blisson, Daniel Giles, of Spital Square, London, Peter Turquand, 
London, merchant and Anthony Aolombies, London, merchant. 
Payable out of a moiety of the Plantation called Les Sources in the 
Island of Granada (coffee, cocoa, 20 negro slaves and lands) [A2702; 
also A2703] 

• Grant of 2 annuities, one on the life of HRH the Prince of Wales, and 
the other on the life of Daniel Giles, son of Daniel Giles junior. Between 
Hon Conrade Adams of Christ Church, Barbados, Timothy Caswall, 
Sacombe Park and others (purchasers) and Nathaniel Mason (trustee). 
Lists purchasers, amounts of annuities, names of the lives, and their 
ages, and slave names (?) [A2704] 

• Bundle of letters, papers, copies of leases, copy of case in chancery 
(Woodley and ors. V Manning and ors.) re plantation and slaves [? In 
connexion with a ‘company’] in St Christopher, West Indies. Includes 
accounts of plantations giving details of sugar sold etc, c1837 
(abstracts and copies etc 1788–1823) [A2709–27] 

• Letter from Joseph Waines to Daniel Giles, St Vincent, 7 June 1804: ‘I 
had a very tedious passage to the West Indies’ – paying bill of £400 
[DE/Gp/C2/66] 

• Letter from Thomas Turquand to Daniel Giles, 13 Jan 1804: is James 
Hay still resident in the Island of Grenada ‘as I believe he is one of the 
most respectable men on the Island and has the management of your 
concerns there.’ [DE/Gp/C2/67] 
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• Valuation of York Valley Estate, on river Layou in St Joseph's, 
Dominica, comprising a plantation with slaves (names, ages, jobs and 
value given) 1800 [DE/Gp/C2/89]   

• Letters (1803–39)  from Benjamin Giles King and his brother Joseph 
King to their sister Louisa Puller, their mother and uncle Daniel Giles M 
P and brother-in-law Christopher Puller containing family news and 
details of Benjamin's travels in the West Indies. [DE/Gp/C8] 

• Probate of will (1772-1792) of Baron von Reede van Oudtshoorn, 
Governor of Cape of Good Hope and Lady Sophia Boesses, his wife 
including bequests of slaves [ DE/Gp/F16] 

• Title deeds of property in St George Basseterse (?) & plantations in 
Trinity Palmetspoint, St Christopher, 1785 [DE/Gp/T4] 

• Photographs (3) of unveiling of Thomas Clarkson Memorial, paid for by 
Giles–Puller family. In 1785 Thomas Clarkson was on the road from 
Cambridge to London at Wades Mill, Thundridge, when he decided to 
give his life to the abolition of slavery [87575–7] 

 
GORDON FAMILY OF PILKINGTON MANOR, BERKHAMSTED 

• Pilkington Manor was in the High Street. Photo c1908, and more info. in S 
Hastie, Berkhamsted – an illustrated history, p59. 

• Bought in early 19th century by Charles Gordon who made his fortune in 
Jamaica at the height of the slave trade. He died in 1829.  

• Old manor house demolished 1959 and site redeveloped for run of modern 
shops. Large part of estate sold in 1852 which enabled houses to be built 
in Ravens Lane, Chapel Street, Manor Street etc 

 
GREG FAMILY OF COLES PARK, WESTMILL 

• had two estates called Hertford and Hillsborough in Dominica   [This is the 
same Greg family who owned Styal Mill in Cheshire] 

• Misc Dominica estate papers, 1795-1897 at Cambridge University Library: 
Royal Commonwealth Society Library (see D H Simpson, MS Catalogue of 
the Library of the Royal Commonwealth Society, 1975, pp140-41) 

• West Indian Estate Papers, 1765-1834, at Oxford University: Bodleian 
Library of Commonwealth and African Studies at Rhodes House [Ref:  
MSS W.Ind. t 2] (See L B Frewer, MS Collections (excluding Africana), 
1970, p48 

• Look at misc mercantile and ship owning papers of Samuel Greg (1758-
1834) [D/EX 557] 

• The Gregs came to live at Coles Park, just outside Westmill on the road to 
Great Munden, at the end of the 18th century. In 1715, John Greg (1693-
1783), the son of a blacksmith, moved from Scotland to Belfast. His elder 
son, John, became an auctioneer and secretary to the commissioner for 
the Sale of Lands in Grenada, the Grenadines and other islands in the 
West Indies. His younger son, Thomas, became a successful trader and 
shipper dealing in a variety of commodities and with ventures in Russia, 
America and England. His grandson Robert Hyde Greg wrote that there 
were even whispers that he was involved in the slave trade though there is 
no evidence of this [Robert Philips Greg, ‘Memoirs of the Greg Family’, 
1902]. He achieved an income of £3,000 a year. Thomas (1717-96) 
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married Elizabeth Hyde and had 13 children. He was a magistrate in the 
city of Derry, and one of his friends was Lord Hillsborough, the future 
Marquis of Downside. Thomas owned land in New York State and the 
West Indies. His 2nd son, Thomas (1752-1832) came to England at age of 
16, with his 8 yr old brother Samuel, in 1768. (Samuel eventually  became 
owner of Quarry Bank Mill at Styal in Cheshire). Thomas set up a marine 
insurance business in London, which made him £10,000-11,000 a year. In 
one year he made £14,000 in 6 months.  4 badly damaged books of 
accounts survive, found in a barn behind Church House in Westmill. 
Date from 1817, when Thomas Greg had retired from active 
involvement in the firm, but show range of ships and cargoes 
insured. Includes salempores (a blue cotton cloth made in India and 
exported to the West Indies mainly for the use of slaves).  

• In 1766, 1768 and 1770, Thomas Greg of Belfast bought land in Dominica 
from the Crown agents. (Fact that his brother John was their secretary 
might have helped!).  

• John also bought land in West Indies. After John’s death his estates 
passed to his wife Catherine and then to Thomas Greg of Coles and 
Samuel  (his nephews). In 1802 Catherine said in a letter that the estates 
yielded an income of £1,200 a year. They had been neglected and should 
have yielded more. She handed management of estates over to nephews 
in return for an annuity. 1804: she asks for an income of 3,000 guineas a 
year and reimbursement of sum she laid out to buy leasehold. She thinks 
next crop will be a good one and adds, ‘I am sure you might have it double 
what it is by laying out a few thousands in an additional strength of 
Negroes’. In 1813 her property was struck by a hurricane. A letter from one 
of her nephews reads, ‘… the Dwelling House, Negro House and works 
have been destroyed by the late Hurricane and the Cane and provisions 
swept into the sea. She writes it will take two crops to repair the damage.’ 
[Letters between Thomas and Samuel Greg, Quarry Bank Archives]. 
Property passed to nephews on her death in 1819 but it was in a poor 
state. Thomas of Coles sold his share to Samuel to ‘relieve him of the 
West Indian burden’. 

• 1780 Thomas Greg married Margaret Hibbert of Cheshire, daughter of a 
West Indian planter. In 1784 he purchased Coles Park. Auction took 
place on 23 Nov 1783 – sale catalogue shows it had 7 bedrooms, 6 
garrets. Thomas greatly altered and enlarged the original  Elizabethan 
house – see sketch (demolished by Robert Hyde Greg in 1849 and new 
house built on different site; demolished after estate was sold in 1955). 
Went on to make further purchases in area, building up considerable 
estate. Margaret died in 1808. 

• Thomas of Coles was childless, and his estate passed, after his brother 
Samuel’s death in 1834, to Samuel’s son Thomas Tylston Greg (1793-
1839) (Tom). Some of his income came from his estates in the West Indies 
where various members of the family had held property. In 1834 there was 
another hurricane which completely destroyed the estate in Dominica. Tom 
wrote to his brother Robert, ‘Nothing remains of the estate but the shape of 
the buildings.’ Later he wrote that he could not restore it as that would cost 
£5000 to £10,000.  
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• On Tom’s death in 1839 Hertfordshire estate and house and lands in 
Trinidad passed to his brother Robert Hyde Greg (1795-1875) (ran mill at 
Quarry Bank).  

• Memorial tablet to Thomas and Margaret Greg mounted on south wall 
of nave of parish church of St Mary the Virgin, Westmill. 

• See map of farms owned by Thomas Greg in 1825  

• Appendix shows monthly return from the Plantation Journal, 1 Nov to 1 
Dec 1830, showing work of 106 negroes – sent by Catherine Greg to her 
nephews.[Sheila Ormerod, The Gregs of Westmill, 1996 [929.2 GRE] 

 
GRIMSTON FAMILY OF GORHAMBURY, ST ALBANS 

• Letters & petitions from Major Edward Warner to Earl Bathurst re loss 
of estate in Trinidad, 1817–19; ref to negro slaves [VIII.B.179] 

• Oil painting of Mary Grimston (granddaughter of Sir Harbottle 
Grimston) with her negro page [in Grimston’s of Gorhambury; Paul 
Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art] 

 
HALSEY FAMILY OF GADDESDEN PLACE, GREAT GADDESDEN 

• Letters from Arthur Halsey, midshipman, HMS Rover, Training 
Squadron, North America and West Indies Station (1888–89) 
[DE/Hl/F23]  

• Letters from Lionel Halsey, Commander, HMS Good Hope, Cruiser 
Squadron, Portsmouth to West Indies and back (1903-1904) 
[DE/Hl/F55]  

• James Hay, Earl of Carlisle, papers re revenue of Caribee Isles used 
to pay debts owed to Anne Henshaw etc, 1627–80 [DE/HL/12544–52]  

• Letters and petitions in regard to the claims of the Earl of Carlisle's 
creditors (one of whom was Thomas Henshawe) who were to be paid 
out of the revenue from the Barbados and other Caribbee Islands,  3 
June 1661-13 Jan 1680/1 [DE/HL/12552-12621] 

• Undertaking by Samuel Collins, Thomas Henshaw, Samuel Baker, and 
Jane Goodman, trustees for the creditors of James, late Earl of 
Carlisle, to compensate Sir John Clayton, kt, of Parsons Green, in the 
event of his being able to obtain letters patent for securing payment of 
their debts out of the revenues of the Barbados and other Caribbee 
Islands. 23 Oct 1679 [DE/HL/12622–3] 

• Letters from Henry Johnston to Jane Johnston his wife: active service 
in the West Indies 1796–98 (good) [DE/HL/16129-16161] 

• Note of Henry Johnston's departure for the West Indies, June 1796 
[DE/HL/16184] 

 
LYDE OF AYOT HOUSE, AYOT ST LAWRENCE 

• Sir Lyonel Lyde – prominent Bristol merchant – family made money 
through shipping, chiefly to West Indies and Virginia, and importing 
tobacco. Became Director of Bank of England 1765–67. In 1746 Sir 
Lyonel was admitted to Bristol Society of Merchant Venturers. 
Company dealt with slavers and bought the produce of slave labour. In 
1773 Lyde accepted the estate of Col Andrew Monro including ‘forty 
Negroes, and their Increase’ as a mortgage against tobacco debts. 
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[see: K Harwood, ‘Sir Lionel Lyde of Ayot St Lawrence, 1724–1791: 
Slavery, tobacco and some lavish parties’, Herts Past & Present, 3rd 
series, issue no 4, Autumn 2004, pp 19–25] 

• Ayot St Lawrence estate bought by Cornelius Lyde in 1723. His 
daughter Rachel married her cousin Lionel Lyde, and in 1749 they 
conveyed half the manor and avowdson to her mother Rachel, widow 
of Cornelius. It perhaps reverted to the daughter Rachel and Lionel 
before 1758. Sir Lionel was created a Baronet in 1772, died 1791 and 
was succeeded by his brother Samuel Lyde. 

 
LYTTON FAMILY, OF KNEBWORTH 

• Printed Parliamentary papers; cabinet papers, letters of Bulwer Lytton 
to Buxton & Sturge MP re West Indies, 1854–9 [DE/K/014] 

• Parliamentary and departmental papers concerning slave ship ‘Charles 
et Georges’, 1857–59 [D/EK/O18] 

• Reformer, 1838 Aug 4: Mrs Bulwer Lytton celebrated the emancipation 
of the Negro Apprentices in the British Colonies, by giving a supply of 
bread, meat and ale to the poor at Knebworth and its vicinity, on the 
first of August [57470] 

 
MARTIN LEAKE FAMILY, STANDON 

• 16 letters from Captain William Thain, stationed in Antigua and 
Kingston, Jamaica, (Monks Hill, Antigua, Up Park, Story Hill, Spanish 
Town, Kingston, Jamaica) 1822–6 [86381–98]  

 
MILLS FAMILY, HITCHIN 

• Letters in Somerset Record Office [on N drive] see separate folder 

• Sale particulars, The Willian Estate, including Roxley, 26 Feb 1867 
(deposited by Messrs Hawkins of Hitchin, 1940) [75953] 

• Thomas Mills (1705-68) was a planter, factor and independent 
merchant who eventually became a partner in the family firm in london. 
He acquired his own sugar plantation in St Kitts in 1758. [auction 
catalogue Autumn 2006; inventory dated 29 Aug 1768 lists 78 slaves 
by name at £41 a head] 

• ‘Jan 26, 1754: Mr John Mill’s Mingo and Mr Payne’s Cabenus executed 
this afternoon’ – for a riot. [See Black England p34] 

• John Mills & Son were a major firm of London and West India sugar 
merchants, slave owners and planters [7 letter books 1752-71 - 6 
contain copies of letters by Thomas Mills, 7th by his eldest son John]  

• On death of Mrs Mills, last of family, premises in Tilehouse Street, 
Hitchin (including 160 lots of furniture and books) sold by auction, 1815 
[auction poster and catalogue described in Hollett & Co catalogue, 
Autumn 2006] 

• John Mills owned plantation in Nevis - Thoms (see below) suggests he 
was an enlightened slave owner who treated his charges well [a book 
of 'Plantation Occurrences & Account of Working negroes from 1776 to 
1777', with headings of Cane Pieces, Sugar made, Rum made, 
Molasses - includes a full list of 140 negroes belonging to Mr John 
Mills' Estate at Nevis taken 1 June 1777 and details of sugar and rum 
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made on estate 1774-77 - slip at front details £872 paid to Mills by 
government as compensation for emancipation of his slaves on 
Cassius Plantation ; a 'brief journal of the doings and treatment done 
by and received by 160 negroes, men, women and children on John 
Mills' plantation at Nevis, W Indies'; invoice book for consignments of 
sugar from 5 Nov 1741 to 8 April 1754 with at the end 5 long lists of 
slaves 'on the late Coll. Pym's Nevis estate' and a 'List of Negroes & 
stock taken this day' 1748-53 - negro men, women and children, mules, 
bulls, cows, calves and asses; plantation accounts 1810-11] 

• Owned plantation at St Kitts [an inventory of the negroes on the Mills' 
Estate in St Kitts in 1768; ll leaves of a folio account book of John Mills 
Junr 1765-68, and some 17 additional loose letters, originals and 
copies, between the Mills brothers in London and St Kitts]  

• John Mills lived at Harpur Street, Red lion Square [on flyleaf of list of 
the members of the society for annuities, listing John Mills and his wife] 

• Sources to research: D W Thoms, 'West India Merchants and Planters 
in the Mid-Eighteenth Century with special reference to St Kitts', 
unpublished MA Thesis; D W Thoms, 'Slavery in the Leeward Islands 
in the Mid-Eighteenth Century: a Reappraisal', Bull. Inst. Hist. 
Research (Vol XLII, May 1969); D W Thoms, 'The Mills Family: London 
sugar mercahnts of the Eighteenth century', Business History, vol XI, 
No 1, January 1969. 

• 1775-83 France seizes Grenada, Tobago and St Kitts from Britain but 
retains only Tobago after the Peace of Versailles. 

 
RAWDON FAMILY, HODDESDON 

• Sir Marmaduke Rawdon (b.1582) was one of the first planters in 
Barbados. He married Elizabeth Thorowgood [Thurgood] of Hoddesdon 
at Broxbourne Church in 1611, and had 16 children by her. Master of 
the Clothworkers Company in the City of London, he ‘sank much 
capital’ in plantations in Barbados. In 1639 he was suspected of 
Royalist leanings and retired to Hoddesdon to avoid arrest. In 1643 he 
went to Oxford and offered his services to the King, and was put in 
charge of the garrison at Basing House, withstanding a siege and 
heavy assault from the Parliamentary forces, for which he received a 
knighthood. In 1646 he died from illness brought on by anxiety and 
exposure while defending Faringdon. Manuscript history of the Rawdon 
family of Yorkshire and Hertfordshire, (1667) [79959X] 

• In 1651 his son Thomas went to Barbados where he had much trouble 
recovering the Rawdon Plantation and Fisher’s Pond from a dishonest 
steward. In 1654 he sent for his wife, but failing health led to his return 
to Europe.  He then set out for Barbados again, but was captured by 
the Majorcans, and had much difficulty persuading them to spare his 
life. After many adventures he reached Barbados. When news of the 
Restoration reached him he returned to Hoddesdon in 1662 with his 
wife and children (many born in Barbados). [an erasure here in the 
Rawdon ms has destroyed the record of his disposal of the West Indian 
estates. See note at end of biography]. He tried to recover ‘a share in 
the sugar farm [i.e. monopoly] worth above £1,000 pa which belonged 
to his father who had paid money for it in the old King’s time’. He went 
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to Barbados again in 1665, and returning the following year, died of a 
fever on 30 July 1666, aged 55. There was a lawsuit respecting the 
Rawdons’ West Indian estates – obliterations in the book may have 
been done with wilful intent to destroy evidence of ownership. Accounts 
of voyages of Thomas and his brother Marmaduke to Barbados 
[79959X] 

 
REAY (LORD), OF GOLDINGS, NR BENGEO 

• Journal of Hobart Robert Moore (1828–1919) ‘sugar planter and art 
dealer’: In Nov 1844, Hobart, aged 17 (grandson of Vicar of Bengeo, 
who had been to Eton) was appointed by Lord Reay as 3rd overseer on 
Plantation Everton, his ‘Sugar Estate’ at Berbice, [Guiana]. It took 
Hobart 6 weeks to sail to New Amsterdam, Berbice. He describes his 
duties: ‘had to boss a gang of 400 women and youths both boys and 
girls some quite nude and others with a wrap of some sort around the 
loins. That was the weeding gang …’ [see further description and 
sketches in: Kind Hearts and Common Sense: autobiography of Hobart 
Moore, ed Anthony R J S Adolph, 1999] 

 
SEEBOHM FAMILY, HITCHIN 

• Letter from Thomas Colley, Nevis, W1, to Esther Tuke, with an account 
of his visits to the West Indies, 29 7m 1779 [DE/Se/C10, p196]  

 
THOMSON, MAURICE (1604-1676) 
Baptised at Watton-at-Stone on 30 Sep 1604. Died in Bucks in 1676.  
Grandfather was a yeoman farmer at Cheshunt, and tenant of Cecil family. In 
1617, at age of 13, Maurice was sent to relatives in new colony of Virginia. His 
brother-in-law , William Tucker, was one of the first successful settlers. By the 
time he was 19 he had acquired an estate of 150 acres, a ship of 320 tons, 
and had sent for his 3 younger brothers, the youngest only 10 years old. Built 
a trading empire, worth £4,000 by the time he was 22 (equivalent of a 
millionaire today). He was one of the first to export slaves to Virginia to work 
on the tobacco plantations, selling the tobacco to Holland. With his brother 
George he founded a colony at Montserrat in the West Indies. By the age of 
30 he had a fortune of £400,000 equivalent to £100 million today.  He made 
an attempt to trade from West Africa but his ships were seized by the customs 
for dues he had avoided paying and he was put in prison. His activities 
included piracy and influential positions in Virginia, Jamaica and Barbados, as 
well as being a Governor of the East India Company.  In 1662 he founded a 
free school at Watton-at-Stone, endowed with land at benington, to educate 
and apprentice 20 poor children.  
 
[‘Maurice Thomson, a Jacobean yuppie: a talk by Dr Alan Thomson’, 
Hertfordshire people, No. 85, Jun 2003, pp 30-32] 
 
On 20/9/07 Alan Thomson wrote in an email to JB:  
‘He had a plantation in Virginia in the 1630s but probably used white 
indentured labour from England (though 7 years on a tobacco plantation was 
akin to slavery if you survived it.) He also had a sugar plantation in Barbados 
in the 1650s but was an absentee landlord. He probably had slaves on this 
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but left no personal set of papers that I can discover to prove this. There is 
one reference to him engaging in slaving, but he had many other trading 
interests and this was not a major one. In his will he left property in many 
Caribbean islands to his son, John, First Baron Haversham, but the latter was 
more interested in domestic politics in England and I have been unable to 
trace what happened to these properties subsequently, as his only surviving 
son, also Maurice, died without male heirs and the properties were probably 
divided up among the female heiresses and thereby probably came into the 
possession of their husbands, most of whom seem to have lived outside 
Hertfordshire. …The only other memorial to him was the Watton at Stone 
School established by him and his brother William, MP for London at the 
Restoration and later Governor of the East India Company. The Able Smiths 
re-founded and rebuilt the school in the 19th century and I am unsure if any of 
the original remains. ‘ 
 
TIMPERSON FAMILY, ST ALBANS 

Isabella Worley was a notable St Albans philanthropist. Her father Joseph 
Timperon (died 1846) made most of his enormous wealth in Jamaica. 
[information from Anne Wares, 35 Ramsbury Rd, St Albans AL1 1SN] 

The following comes from Kelly’s Directory for Hertfordshire of 1882: 

Christ Church is an ecclesiastical parish, formed in 1859, out of the parishes 
of St Alban and St Michael. The church in Verulam Road, was partly built in 
1847 by the late Alexander Raphael, esq., MP for St Albans, for a Catholic 
church and left in an unfinished state: at his decease it was sold to Mrs 
Isabella Worley, of New Barns, in the parish of St Peter, who completed it in 
1856 as a Protestant church, with residence for incumbent and schools, at a 
total cost of £11,500; the building is in the Lombardic style, built of white brick 
and Bath stone and consists of chancel, nave, aisles and a campanile at the 
west end containing one bell; the church is endowed with £2,800 £3 percent 
Consols and the pew rents, amounting together to about £135 per annum, 
besides annual grants from Queen Anne's Bounty and the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. The Register dates from the year 1859. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, yearly value £167, in the gift of Mrs Worley and held by the 
Rev Henry Smith M,A, of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. 

There is a private chapel at Childwick Green, which is served by the clergy of 
St. Michael's. Christ Church was partly built in 1848 by Alexander Raphael, 
M.P. for St. Albans, as a Roman Catholic church, but at his death it was in an 
unfinished state, and was sold to Mrs. Isabella Worley of New Barnes in the 
parish of St. Peter. She completed it in 1856 as a Protestant church, and it 
was consecrated in 1859. The living is a vicarage in the gift of trustees. 
 
From: 'Parishes: St Michael's', A History of the County of Hertford: volume 2 
(1908), pp. 392-405. URL: http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43300. Date accessed: 28 April 2007. [VCH] 
 
WILLOUGHBY FAMILY, OF HUNSDON HOUSE 

• 1653 Hunsdon House sold by Careys to William Willoughby, the 
younger brother of Francis, 5th Baron Willoughby of Parham (c1613–66) 
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who began the Civil War as a Parliamentary commander in Lincolnshire 
and ended it a Royalist vice–admiral. In 1662 both brothers were living 
in Hunsdon – Francis paid for 8 hearths and William for 22. In 1664, 
William paid for all 30 hearths, as Francis has returned to Barbados to 
take up the governorship. When he died there in 1666, William became 
governor of Barbados (until his death there in 1673). William was back 
in England in 1671, when he sold Hunsdon House to Matthew Bluck, 
one of the six Clerks in Chancery. Mathew Bluck and his family set up 
home at Hunsdon House. Complaints brought to QS show he was 
reluctant to pay both his rates and servants’ wages. In 1711, the current 
Matthew Bluck at the house had a black servant, baptised Africk 
Hunsdon. In 1743 Bluck mortgaged Hunsdon House to a brewer from 
Clapham, when it was described as ‘a very large building capable of 
accommodating a family of 100, but in so ruinous a condition that it 
would never be worth any gentleman’s while to repair’. [Helen Poole, 
‘Hunsdon House and its place in History’, typescript (1986)] 

 
WILSHER FAMILY, HITCHIN 

• Accounts of Thomas Wilshere of Hitchin, 1789; voyage to Barbados p41–
42; sugar p.33, 36; Jamaica p15 [D/EX/639/B1; 7/204/5] 

• Accounts of merchandise and shipping from the Continent; ships plying 
between London and Antigua etc, 1768–1832 [61518 A] 

 
WOODLEY, HUNSDON 

• Hunsdon burial register, 13 Jan 1744/5: James Lewis Woodley, black 
servant (the Woodleys were a family of sugar planters from St Kitts) 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

• Lease of land in Kingston, Jamaica, and deeds of Crescent Plantation – 
Long and Beckford Lang families, 1783–95 [5478–84; Misc III] 

• Assignments by Thomas Beckford, London, of Danks Plantation, 
Clarendon, Jamaica, 1739 [37241, 37264] 

• Admission of John Barnwell of Barbados to property in Wymondley, 
1745 [38165] 

• Thomas Matthew, London – agreement re plantation at Kerry Point, in 
County of Northumberland in the Colony of Virginia, 1732 [44523 
Moulton] 

• Letter from Charles Bates from Dominica to John Jackson re property 
in Barbados, 1795 [79893] 

• Culling Smith: abstract of title to money secured on mortgage of estate 
in Nicola Town, St Christopher, 1763–71 [F526; vol 15?]  

• 3 affidavits taken in Court of Common Pleas re Tobago, 1813 [GH 
1617A–D] 

• Trustees of the Earl of Caledon, Rumball and Edwards, St Albans, 
Hertfordshire: Case concerning estate in Jamaica called Merrywood, 
undated  c1800 (Earl of Caledon linked to various estates in herts 
including Tittenhanger) [D/ECd/Z9] 

• Commission of the peace addressed to Richard Thompson, parish of 
Port Royal, Jamaica, 1699/1700 [D/EHb/Z2] 
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• Lease for a year by Elizabeth Conway late of Bishop's Stortford, and 
now of the Island of Barbados, spinster, to William Juby of Bishop's 
Stortford, haberdasher, of a messuage divided into two tenements in 
North Street, Bishop's Stortford,18 Jan 1709/10 [DE/Z120/43816; other 
papers 43842, 43847]             

• Minute of Month’s Court Meeting, 7 Dec 1768: ‘Memorandum: The 
Corporation Seal was put to a Bill of Sale dated 12 Oct 1768 (in the 
presence of the Mayor) from James Baillie and Mary his wife to 
Alexander Bell of a Mulatto Boy Slave named Howard, son of a Negro 
Woman named Flora the property of the said Elizabeth Baillie then 
living in the Island of Jamaica’ [Hertford Corporation Records, vol 21] 

 
 

11010 – extract from probate of the will of A Ross Esq dated 3 Aug 1791, 

proved in the …….(illegible) Court June 19th 1793 
  
Last will and testament of me Andrew Ross of Knights Hill in the parish of 
West Mill … 
….. 
Also I give to my said wife the sum of £1000 of lawfull money of GB part of a 
larger sum of money owing to me by my said wife’s brother George Webbe 
Esqre upon a mortgage of his estate in the Island of Nevis and it is my will 
that my said wife shall be entitle to the Interest that shall incur due from the 
said George Webbe on the said sum of £1000 from the time of my decease 
…… 
 
Non-Transatlantic Slave Trade 
 

• Hitchin Constables Accounts, 1670[?] ‘paid for one that was redeemed 
from slavery, 8d’ [67583; 4/148/7] - this probably refers to someone ‘white’ 
who has escaped from slavery e.g. Algiers 

 


